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The purpose of this study is to explore the predictive value of working memory to determine
students with learning disabilities (LD) as an alternative way of the discrepancy criterion
which requires a long time waiting for academic achievement indicators in later educational
levels. The sample of this study consisted of 110 fifth grader students in the State of Kuwait
including 55 students with LD and 55 students without LD as classified through discrepancy
criterion procedures. Different instruments were used in this study: Raven's Progressive
Matrix Test, Diagnostic Rating Scales of Learning Disabilities, and Working Memory Test.
Results indicated that there were statistically significant differences among students with LD
and those without LD. Moreover, findings showed that working memory can be used to
provide a predictive formula of how likely a student should be assigned as a case without LD
in contrast with being a case with LD.Additionally, results indicated that there were
statistically significant differences among students without LD and all other groups with LD in

some dimensions of working memory scale.

Keywords: predictive value, discrepancy criteria, working memory, learning
disabilities, LD diagnosis, logistic regression
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