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Legal Protection for the Safety of the Traveler in
Commercial Space Flights:

"A Study in UAE Law Comparing International Treaties and
American Law"

Dr. Alaa Yakoob Yousif,

Associate professor in Commercial Law,
College of Law, University of Sharjah, UAE
anaimiy@sharjah.ac.ae

Abstract:

Commercial Space flights are no longer a fantasy. They are a promising
reality, astheycan be ameans of transportation that will shorten time
in the foreseeable future. While in their early steps, those flights undoubtedly
need legal rules that support their existence and ensure their continuity. One
of the most important rules are those regulating the legal protection of space
flight parties, service providers and flight participants. This research deals
with those rules, examining the concepts and exploring the regulations that
could achieve such protection in the context of international treaties and
national laws. Since the Emirati legislator recently enacted a national space
law, this research examines the protections addressed by this law in
comparison to international space treaties and American law. This article is
divided into three sections: the first section deals with the concept of space
commercial  flights, the second examines the legal protection
of flight participants under the international treaties governing the
exploitation of space, andthe thirdis devoted to the legal protection
of flight participants under national laws.

Keywords :Space tourism, Commercial space flights, Private Space Law,
Space flight operator, Orbital flights, Sub-orbital flights.
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(2)Patrick Collins, Space Activities, Space Tourism and Economic Growth, 2nd International
Symposium on Space Tourism, Bremen, April 21-23, 1999. Available at:
http://www.spacefuture.com/archive/space_activities_space_tourism_and_economic_growt
h.shtml
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(3) A Ferreira-Snyman, Legal Challenges relating to the commercial use of outer space, with
specific reference to space tourism, PER/PELJ, Vol 17, NO 1, 2014, P; 4. Available at:
http://www.nwu.ac.za/sites/www.nwu.ac.za/files/files/p-
per/issuepages/2014volumel7n01/2014%2817%291Ferreira-SnymanSUM.pdf

Spencer H. Bromberg, Public space travel-2005: A legal Odyssey into the current regulatory
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Law And Commerce, Volume 70, Issue 4, 2005, P; 641-647. Available at:
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(63) A ferreira- Snyman, op. cit., P; 33.

(64) Zhao Yun, Space Commercialization and the development of space law, Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of planetary Science, Jul 2018. Available at:
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44. http://lwww.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES 21 2222A.pdf
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