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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
Article history: The design, provision, and maintenance of well-connected systems of public spaces are integral to achieving
Received: Jan. 2023 a safe and accessible city. However, cities must move beyond typically site-specific approaches to
Received in revised form: June 2023 addressing public space if sustainable and longer-lasting benefits are to be achieved. Establishing and
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can ensure the best chances of proactively driving good urban development. Placemaking plays a great role
Keywords: in monitoring people’s occupation in public spaces. This paper aims to evaluate the people’s frequency of
Public spaces public squares based on the criteria of placemaking for designing good public spaces in the historical
Pedestrian-friendly context. The study examines two public squares in Moez Street, such as ELhakim by Amr Allah and Beit
Built Environment Al Qady Square by using a systematic review, understanding the social interaction, and active citizenship
Placeness that can spark social and economic development and drive environmental sustainability. It was found that
Historical Context the issue of underutilized squares in Moez Street in ancient Cairo by discussing the causes of the

deterioration that is still apparent in some of the street's squares despite recent development initiatives.
Several squares in Cairo have deteriorated and are ineffectively used. However, the current investments and
conservation development process in the Street.
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1. Introduction

Public spaces are the shared places in the city that allow free people interaction between building blocks in any city. According to Kevin Lynch, the image
of the city theory public space's shape can either be linear, such as streets, or it can take the shape of squares and plazas defined as nodes in his book. (Kevin,
1960)

Its urban vitality serves as the lungs that allow the city to breathe. A smooth interaction occurs where it is successful, reflecting positive social and ecological
cohesion resulting in active economic prosperity. While inefficient public spaces create either lost spaces or inefficient uses which generate negative urban
conditions such as stressful congestion, health, and environmental hazard spaces that reflect negatively on both the human and the urban aspects in the
overall city performance.

Planning and evaluating these common spaces' efficiency should prioritize engaging the main daily users alongside local stakeholders and urban
professionals. As quoted from the Project for Public Spaces mission that revolves around communities and encourages their engagement to reform public
spaces:

“IT TAKES A PLACE TO CREATE A COMMUNITY AND A COMMUNITY TO CREATE A PLACE.” (PPS, What Is Placemaking? 2007)
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The effort of the [PPS] Project for Public Space nonprofit organization aims to globalize the placemaking concept and validate it conferring to implemented
case studies in cities from different parts of the world. The amount and depth of the published research work and planning consultation made it a strong
reference to apply the concept of [PPS].

However, this effort is under discussion in this research paper to answer the question of is the placemaking concept principles valid to vitalize any type of
public space regardless of the difference in the geographical context, historical background of the place, the nature of the surrounding land uses, and the
different urban regulations assigned in each city?

Despite the development of Moez Street plazas, there are many squares such as Elhakim bi Amr Allah Plaza, the plaza front of Qalwon complex, and the
plaza front of Beit El Qady) that lack [PPS]. These problems are caused by different factors.

Applying the [PPS] concept on a heritage site in a sophisticated city such as Cairo with all the layers of history forming its urban characteristics forming its
urban sensitivity context.

The paper will answer two questions; First one is What are the reasons public squares appear as lost spaces in EI-Moez Street? The second question is
according to the [PPS] dimensions, what are the differences between the current situation of the two selected plazas compared with the development proposal
of Omran architect group?

This research is organized to re-evaluate the efficiency of the square according to the [PPS] concept. Investigating the reasons public squares became lost
spaces despite the existence of developed physical features in the place. Moreover, doing a comparative analysis of the two plazas in EI-Moez Street based
on the [PPS] supervision to reassess their efficiency.

2. Methods and Data Analysis.

Methodology Qualitative Approach

Primary Data: Secondary Data:

. Non-Participant observation Literature background
Data. COI |8Ct|0n Spatial data (Google maps +
) . Satellite images) non-spatial data
Questionnaire (local news + NGOs reports)

Semi-Structured Interview

1. Location 2. Population: 3. Interaction:
AnalySGS Area descr_iption Residents Daily Uses
map analysis -Non- Shop owners Visitors Occasional Events
Participant Observation
J
Emblement Placemaking theory assessment:
Assessment Results L Access & Linkage
. q 2.Comfort & Image
DISCUSSIOn 3.Uses and Activity
4.Sociability

Figure 1. Research design flowchart

The paper is assigned to conduct an empirical study to re-evaluate EI-Moez public plazas in Old Cairo after implementing Omran Architect’s Proposal
from the placemaking Perspective. To answer the two research questions that we mentioned before, Using the qualitative approach would be investigated
by collecting both primary and secondary data alienated into spatial and non-spatial data. The Primary data classify into three parts, the first part held a
questionnaire based on the [PPS] four dimensions targeting shop owners, residents, and Moez Street visitors. The second part is designed semi-structured
to understand human behavior and the last part is non-participant observation to collect the number of people who use the two plazas during the day. The
observation takes part on three times per week, two days on weekdays and one time on weekends. The observation took one hour in each plaza.

The secondary data are categorized into literature reviews from websites, journals, and reports from UNESCO to understand the heritage sites' evaluation
criteria. The timeline of developed plazas by satellite images from the Google Earth program. In addition, a comparative analysis among Elhakim by Amr
Allah and Beit EIQeidy plazas highlights the changes in user behavior and frequency of the two plazas.

First, building the site's historical background based on a three-stage timeframe investigation as seen in the following diagram (figure.3): the past condition
of the study area before the 2011 implemented development plan by Omran Architects middle east architectural company that made its proposal in 2006.

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/fej/vol4/iss1/4
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(Omran Architects, 2006). Then, the current condition of the sites after the development implementation to assess the area according to the research [PPS]
Dimensions.

Past (2003) Plaza condition current condition, 2022

Omran development implementation plan, 2011

Figure 2.Research Timeframe diagram.

The site's historical background is based on the secondary data collected from both previous satellite images for the case study area from the google earth
application. Moreover, the external context is reviewed in the literature generally. While more specific data on the research study area was collected through
an on-field workshop held by “Cairo Heritage School [CHS]” in the “Al- Salihya” study area located on Al-Moez Street, during the period of 20th — 28th
June. 2019. The workshop investigated the area and tested its public space vitality after the 2008 latest implemented development plan by Omran Architects.
(CAIRO HERITAGE SCHOOL, 2019) (Omran Architects, 2006)

Second, Investigate the location through the secondary data collected from the UNESCO open spaces guideline survey on Old Cairo in December 2013. To
do a comparative analysis between the review of UNESCO guideline survey criteria of the open spaces, and the [PPS] principle for public spaces to measure
the assessment gap between the two conceptual works. (UNESCO, 2013)

In addition, The Questionnaire collects the responses, and the criterion for choosing the questions is based on [PPS] inquiries that are mentioned on the
website to validate the comfort & image indicators in the Plazas. (PPS, What Is Placemaking? 2007)

Table 1 - Site observation based on the placemaking Dimensions. https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat.

Placemaking Dimensions Measurements Questions
Sociability e  Cooperative . Do You think that plazas provide social gatherings in the street?
. Interactive . Are there any interactive events or site elements to attract visitors?

= What types of activities take place during the Day/Week/Monthly?

Uses & Activity e  Special = Are there any special events related to the history of the place?
e  Active & Fun . Do shops overlooking serve the square?

Comfort & Image e  Settable Ll Do you enjoy the setting in the Square?
e Clean . Is the square clean during the day?
e  Safe . Is it safe for pedestrians?

e  Aitractive Ll Is it Attractive to pedestrians?

Access & Linkage e  Accessible = Are there any obstacles preventing access to the plaza?
= Are there any parking serve the plaza?

e  Connected
Ll Is the square connected directly to the Street?

Furthermore, a location analysis collecting satellite images from google maps displaying the congestion periods of the site; in order, to evaluate the regular
performance of the site during both the peak and the non-peak times on a daily and hourly basis. This data would evaluate the location aspect according to
the access & linkage indicator. (PPS, What Is Placemaking? 2007)

Third, Measuring Human behavior by designing semi-structured interview questions to evaluate the site through different local users: residents, visitors, and
shop owners in front of the plazas according to the Sociability indicator.

Fourth, the semi-structured interview investigates the interaction between plazas and the street through interview questions designed to investigate uses and
activity indicators, such as Daily, weekly, and cultural events.

3. Literature Review

3.1. Healthy Public Spaces

Agenda by 2030 “Provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, for women and children, older persons, and persons
with disabilities.”” SDG 11.7”.(UN-Habitat, 2020b) Good public spaces must be designed to be Social Inclusive; Public spaces designed for all people
paying attention to different groups, ages, and disabled; Better Integration: this point is classified into two parts first horizontal integration approach is
based on integrating government and non-government into urban development, the second vertical integration approach is based on sectorial policies, and
private sectors in Sustainable development. Better Connection: to enable individuals to freely access, networks connected, and social connectivity to
public places to maximize the efficiency of healthy public spaces; environmentally sound: incorporating ecological systems into cities by creating green
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urban spaces, green networks, water connections, and sound infrastructure; Safe: to encourage a secure atmosphere, lower disease risk, minimize fear of
crime, encourage physical activity, lessen insecurity, and improve mental health (Tarek, 2023).

3.2. Placemaking [PPS] Dimensions and UNESCO Criteria for Design Public Spaces.

The theories of [PPS] were introduced in the literature after the mid-nineties when urban studies revolved around humanizing cities and building places for
people. (PPS, What Is Placemaking? 2007) Scholars such as Edward Relph in his theory of place and placelessness and Yi-Fu Tuan distinguished between
spaces versus places according to the value people add to a certain location. Explaining that a location with a physical urban feature is defined as an urban
space, while the human interaction experienced in such space gives it the place definition (Tuan, 1974) (Relph, 1976).

The non-place theory is referred to as anthropological spaces of transience where human beings remain anonymous and that do not hold enough significance
to be regarded as "places" explain. It was reflected in the perception of the place that people never live in. (Augé, 1992).

These theories reflect on Maslow’s human hierarchy of needs theory; people tend to look for further development in their needs proving that the mere
existence of a facility or the functionality of a space is not the focus anymore. Aspiring for better place qualities that respond to the evolving human needs
in a space formed the [PPS] theory. (Mcleod, 2020).

Urbanists sought to move from describing and analyzing the physical features of a space to focusing on the experience conveyed through the social
interaction in this space. The human aspect became the core of building places for people, all through engaging people.

An urban movement cited as “Project for Public Spaces [PPS]” assigned an adequate effort to distinguish the practical concept of placemaking to enforce
great public spaces globally. It defined [PPS] as the action of creating places through public engagement at all stages from defining its conceptual
characteristic to implementing and maintaining it; in order, to ensure that the public place is allowing a positive interaction and corresponding to the different
needs of people through all age, abilities, and socio-economic background.

The [PPS] validated this definition with measurable principles for implemented places to perform in its great condition, as seen in Figure 3:

e Access & Linkages is measured by studying how connected is the place with a well-connected linkage system, the availability of a readable
sign system, moreover, the ability to reach the place within different types of convenient transit means.
e  Comfort & Image is measured through how facilitated the place within not just safety measures is, but also green and agreeable aesthetic
measures.
e  Uses & Activities: people are engaged in the place through daily activities and occurring seasonal events, that maintain the level of place
occupancy, and economic value.
e  Sociability: the place is welcoming and facilitated to host people of different age groups like children, the elderly with special needs, as well
as different income categories.
Although, several organizations are working on the guidelines for open spaces and public spaces. but these organizations evaluate the quality of the site in
terms of physical features (UNESCO, 2013) and neglect the idea of placemaking. (PPS, What Is Placemaking?
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Figure 3. PS Placemaking measurable characteristic, Source: https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat.

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/fej/vol4/iss1/4



Ibrahem: Placemaking in Moez Street Public Squares

Future Engineering Journal 1 (2023) 2314-7237 5

[ 1D open-space/street : Presenceof trees 0 jaispy presence of street furniture 3 & = ol S pa g
Date of survey : o 2y 35 | Name of the surveyor: gl ! Presence of green areas ) ol juab Cladee 25n 3 Presence of public light 3 4= 5 4l 3y
Presence of water features () Adu jale 3y Presence of steps 0 Sha e 3gay
Free water dispensing g.t..wjm.:,, Presence of staircases 3 . ayay
* md?"mm S mm“'"’”""“ s ey
r g Presence DA Zlaas 35a g [OpeNn SPACE. 3 Jia p i sika Ailie
Open space/street name ® yal ! | Shiakha : of garbage collecting 3l gt 4k 2sa
points
Quism ¢ -~ - =
Imﬁm ‘!‘J‘h“’.’] G ";l No. B-Y l Partisl O e
—— i —— s B LT . S —
Cornish AlSweeka
“Mgﬂ‘ M:&- Coverage Permanency e Permanent O A None O u¥
Ashar’ o gt Midan O e Temporary 0 3y
ADarb o Saha 0 Aab.
AlMana g ;'}. Pk g o.a status of the open space/street on-going Infrastructure works O Al alla, s
AAR o dile Garden o diua £ JUfa il Wi B | on-going rehabilitation works Ay Jali sde) Jel
Naw g gi; Other 3y B
Passage ) . o
o
Average width -, g FIEY) Q9 62m Q9 <2m
m
Access of vehicles ] | No_ 0 ¥
Sense of direction A5 a0 vl Oneway O aalydad : —— s
Twowaystreet O Jalad
None/unclear o sy 2.1 Appropriation of the apen space/street (multiple cholces) - (S 4bY! dia) £ Jfin el gl plsbis
Number of Ianes for each direction Onelane O balydyymija
ol 059 0 D 3 Twolones O Jsm Parking (informal) U Alalaia b 2 el 1 8T
Multiple lanes Q& jall &4 jal) suae Culture, Entertainment ) e "';'j,ul
None ant Market o 3y
Presence of vehicular flyover Al S ey Yoo O No o ¥ Kiosk o LS
Prosence of vehicular tunnel Syl oy Yes O pal No_ O Streetvendor o [ylia sl
Traffic island el Yes_ O pa No_ o Storage |y (a0
Prosence of formal parking s =) Jum e 5] pny Yos 9 No_ o Pyground g z:- Ay
| Presence of widening g Transportation o >
Presence of g imy Yes O e No_ O “""m“"m":’“ o e:ﬂu_
Presence of ails Tl imy Ve 0 | No_ O Y O o yehall e dilie
Position of the fence/Walls I gy Side @ i - Animaished O iy sidka
Middle O ey [FRRC TSR
Side and middle 3 ) by el e
None U sy © 2.200minant traffic use (one cholce) - (4)y A) e gt S Speikiat
Walkability ) A il A AL e By O Je= Vehicular dominance O ke e i | Pedestrian dominance O S fld il |
Difficult O e
not A L) S © 2.3Moblie users (multiple choices) - £ MMM ph il gk
Presence of sidewalks A ) apny Yes O No QT
Walkability of the sidewalks u-plgs %ﬂ{: Yes O s No Pedestrians 0 e Cars O &l
Presence of safe crossing Ay Yes O No 4 Carts & volleys/manual - 0 Uy el pleall Sy e Carrlages not motorized 0 aldl aa Jyu e
Bicyces O Aal e /moving by animals S gl
Motorbikes LU el 4 Trucks/pick-up trueks 3 Ji o e
Public & collective transpor () Ade il ga Jhey

3. Material « el 2 pa

chokces) § i M pihad S Wailh 40

4. Open space/ Street General Quality & /4 gl Al 4aad Dol

Figure 4. UNESCO Guideline for Survey the open space in Historical Context. Source: Retrieved from Guidelines to The Survey of Buildings and
Open Spaces.

There is a difference between the development plans for EI-Moez plazas and squares (Omran Architects, 2006) and the current situation of the place.
Nonetheless, the problem still exists in some areas that appear in squares (Elhakim bi Amr Allah Square, the square front of the Qalwon complex, and the
square front of Beit El Qady).

The criteria for selecting these squares are based on the conditions in terms of conservation development and placemaking overview. In this regard, the
physical feature, the four characteristics, and the principle of placemaking such as Access & Linkages, Comfort &image uses & Activities, and Sociability.
The data collected from this step is intended to be a core element of the study as it is expected to yield knowledge about the characteristics that play a vital
role in shaping the Squares and public places to be more inviting to pedestrian activities.

Moreover, the research is pursuing the people who use the plaza's points of view towards the [PPS] of the case study Squares to deeply understand their
perceptions and needs that are influencing their activity experience.

Investigating users’ needs, feelings, pleasure, interaction, and perceptions of the place. Also, evaluate the effectiveness of the plazas selected and compare
analysis between UNESCO guidelines for public places and 11 [PPS] of [PPS] compared to the implementation of these squares. There are many alternative
methods available now to rethink this place to enhance the effectiveness of space quality and human merging with these lost places.
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3.3. Conservation in public spaces.

As a result, the diversity of public life will be supported. During this process, public places may be transformed into a tool for defining, conserving, and
communicating cultural meanings (Cooper & Francis, 1998). The Meaning of Conservation regarding ICOMOS Charter 2008 includes not just structural
upgrades but also diverse methods of explaining and presenting cultural heritage items to the public. Thus, conservation is essential to establishing a
historically appealing landscape (ICOMOS, 2008).

The idea of "conservation for the sake of conservation™ has changed to a method where history is used as a resource and its representation is made available
to its users (Strange, 1997). Conservation is an activity that includes district and Historical Areas. The presentation of historical texture through public
spaces and the reconstruction of cultural heritage representing a particular period of history through conservation has grown in importance (Birer & Adem,
2021).

4. Case Selection:

This paper would go through the following: demystifying the area’s historical background, defining the study area site description, then running the analysis
part on the selected Squares.

4.1. El Moez Street Development over the Years.

This street was chosen due to the resilient value it proved since it was developed in the 10th century as a main economic and religious street named after the

Khalifah of power at the time, connecting the walled city of Islamic Cairo from North to South.

Then after came a period of decline in which the street was reported to suffer from rusty conditions in the nineties when historical monuments and mosques
were already deteriorating from the industrial shift in the surrounding area, population load, and the car invasion of the street. (Daniszewski, 1998). The
condition that led the efforts to start to focus on reviving and maintaining the street value is seen in the table below reports the timeline of the preservation
effort done in the street from the UN side, then lately by the local company Omran in 2011.

Leaving us to testify to the street condition through another perspective that revolves around the current and ongoing people's experience of the place
nowadays.

Table 2 - Moez St. Preservation effort timeline.

Date Organization

Moez street Preservation

1931 Athena charter

1945 (UNDP)United Nations

1964 2" International
Conference on Historic Buildings in
Venice

1975 International Symposium (ICOMOS)

1980 (ICOMOS)

1993 Studies in the area were made in
collaboration with the United Nations
Development Program.

Identifying the basic principles for the protection and restoration of old
buildings, and taking them in a concrete form in national documents

International cooperation in the field of heritage conservation has
been provided through them, which began its active activity in the 1960s.

The Declaration of the Code of Venice, which included several articles,
for example:

1. Restoration of historic buildings using science and technical methods
2. The purpose of the restoration of historic buildings is to protect them.
3. Sites of archaeological buildings must be privately sponsored

4. All maintenance and restoration work must have accurate documents
5. Re-employing archaeological buildings as a means of ensuring their
preservation.

Making conservation decisions for small historic cities. (For a real change
in the concept of heritage where it extended to cover cities representing a
complete historical and not just memorial buildings)

The Ankara Conference has made several recommendations for the
preservation of archaeological buildings, three of which, for example,
1. Study of the soil and buildings surrounding the impact

2. Studying the causes of damage and destruction

3. Study the importance of the site and the type of protection required
4. Do not use the trace for any function during the restoration period
5. The study should be practical and based on a material balance.

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/fej/vol4/iss1/4
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4.2. El Moez Street Overview

Plaza Front of
Moez Street has two main access entrances, from the North through the gate of old Cairo ;:1.::, e Al
(Bab EI Foutoh), reaching to connect the South through (Bab Zouila), although for traffic solution Al -Azhar Road cut
the axis sequence into two halves. The northern part maintained its original name Al Moez Street which was regulated
to be a car-free area from 8 am to 11 pm for pedestrian uses and heritage preservation requirements since 2008,
which made it a live outdoor historical experience for the public to enjoy. (Daniszewski, 1998). The street has different
historical plazas and public spaces that serve as nodes alongside and between retail shops, mosques, museums, and othery
monuments. The selected two cases study plazas that have different characteristics to compare and analyze the differenc
between un-habitat open spaces guidelines and the [PPS] Dimensions of public squares. The analysis would go through
the three main aspects discussed in the methodology Location and the physical aspect, population, and the human aspec
and lastly the combination of the previous two aspects highlighted in the activity’s aspect. This is to be demystified.

as follows:

4.2.1. Beit EI-Qady Plaza

This Plaza is 720 m2 in the area located in front of the Beit EI-Qady historical building, Beit EI-Qady gate in

"ai% Plaza Front of Beit
b El- Qady

the west, and Market shops in the east of the plaza. Sited in the south as seen in Figure 5, in one of the main
alleys to the west of EI-Moez Street. The alley was developed in 1873 by the ear of Khedive Ismail. Nonetheless,
the area has Monuments that were built back in time to 1350 such as the Uthman Kathuda house which was affected

by the redevelopment and rehabilitation of the area throughout the years. (Almasalik)

T

| J— | s sra) i e ’ [ ——
e o g e

Figure 5.Cafe in Beit EI-Qady Square. Figure 6. Beit El Qady Square South view Figure 7. Omran Architect Proposal, 2006

The latest visible effort in the plaza was the implementation of the Omran architect. proposal in 2006, although it was not fully applied. According to the
implication of Omran Architects (Omran Architects, 2006), there is a café inside the plaza with an outdoor shading area that up till today is out of use.
Moreover, in 2017 the local news articulated a willingness to rehabilitate the area with no visible changes.

The satellite images observation displays the car's existence in all images. Moreover, it shows a decline in the green area presented in the first image in
2003, to reappear again in the recent image of 2020 beside the added centric building. Concluding that the second image reflects the most declining period
as reported through the three images.

Figure 10. Beit Al Qady 2003 satellite image, Figure 9. Beit Al Qady 2007 satellite image, Figure 8. Beit Al Qadi 2020 satellite image,
Source: Google Earth Source: Google Earth Source: Google Earth
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A further survey was conducted with 3 random Shop owners’ samples, police officers, and residents. Noting that there weren’t any visitors spotted in the
plaza.

Access & Linkage Comfort & mage

Do vehicles dominate pedestrian use of
the space, or prevent them from easily...
Are people taking pictures? Are there
many photo opportunities available?

Are transit stops conveniently |ocated. .. T ——
Do the roads and paths through the. .. T — Does the area feel safe? Is there a
|

Can people use a variety of...

security presence? If so, what do these...

L]
1
I

Does the space function for people... Are spaces are Clean and free Of e r mNo
I
I

ENo Who is responsible for maintenance?...
Are there enough places to sit? Are

seats conveniently located? Do people..

Do sidewalks lead to and from the... HYes

myes

Can people easily walk to the place?...
Are there more women than men?

Is there a good connection between... Does the place make & good first

impression?

Can you see the space from a...

o] 1 2 3
n 1 2 3 -
Figure 11.Beit Al Qady Access & Linkage Chart, Source: Figure 12. Beit Al Qady Comfort & Image Chart, Source:
https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat

Correspondingly, the observation survey has shown that Beit EI-Qady Plaza is considered a lost space, regarding observation it is used as a parking area,
the café is permanently closed and it's empty of users.

Figure 14.Parking Area of Beit Al Qady Plaza. Figure 13.View from Beit Al Qady Cafe

Despite Beit EI-Qady Square had been evaluated by a UN survey as a good plaza but placemaking survey chart shows Beit El-Qady plaza is a lost space,
the plaza is empty, None of the social gatherings is there, also no people have used the space regularly even from Street residents.

Sociability

Do people tend to pick up litter when...
Does a mix of ages and ethnic groups...
Do people use the place regularly and...
Are people smiling? Do people make...

HNo

Do people bring their friends and... mYes

Do people seem to know each other...

Are people in groups? Are they talking...

Is this a place where vou would choose...

Figure 15.Beit Al Qady Sociability Chart, Source: https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat

UNESCO and [PPS] validate good open spaces in different criteria. While the un habitat concentrated on investigating open spaces through location physical
aspects only, regarding placemaking criteria of uses and activities principle shown in the chart (16) Beit EL-Qady Square there weren’t any visitors in the
place, no social groups, or regular users.

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/fej/vol4/iss1/4
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Uses & Activities
Istherea management presence, or can
you identify anyone s in charge of the... IEE————
Are there choices of things to do? I
Which parts of the space are Used and
which are not?

| How many different types of Aoy i o T sss  ENO
are occurring - people walking, eating,...

mYes
Are people in groups? |

Is it used by people of different ages?

O
Are peaple using the Space o 1S 1t j——
empty?

Figure 16: .Beit Al Qady Uses &Activity Ehart, Source: https://wiw.pps.orgfarticle/grplacefeat.

4.2.2. Al-Hakim-by Amr Allah Plaza

This plaza is 1840 m2. in area, located directly facing EI-Moez main street in front of Al-Hakim-by Amr Allah Mosque, nearby Bab Alfutuh gate in the
north as seen in figure 17. To the east, the plaza is overlooking a souvenir shop.

Figure 17.AL-Hakim-by Amr Allah Plaza Views

Historically, the Mosque was established by the order of the khalifa the man in power in 1012 even before the northern walls of Islamic Fatimid Cairo were
built. While during the 15th century, the mosque was neglected from any renovation efforts. After that at the French crusade during 1798-1801, the mosque
was used as a fort for their existence, and the minarets as watching towers. Then later craftsmen of glassmakers and textile workers took the place for their
benefit. Until recently in 2011 when rehabilitation efforts were made in the area. (Torky, 2020).

The Google Earth Satellite images analysis shows that the green areas of the visible trees are the same
during the timeframe of the area from 2003 until nowadays. While in figure (19) 2003 cars are spotted
in the street. In figure () the street appears to be dull and there is evidence that the street is suffering

from a sewage problem. However, in 2020 the recent image of the plaza seems defined through a good

paving condition.

‘Figure 18.AL-Hakim-by Amr Allah Omran
Proposal 2006

Figure 20.Al-Hakim By Amr Allah 2003 satellite  Figure 19.Al-Hakim By Amr Allah 2007 Figure 21. Al-Hakim By Amr Allah 2020
image, Source: Google Earth satellite image, Source: Google Earth
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Although the result of these questions will be evaluated that the two plazas' quality was Good. From the perspective of placemaking take up the location
aspects from physical and incorporeal aspects based on two principles of it Such as Access and linkage, Comfort, and image.

Based on 15 Questions, we surveyed 6 random samples two shop owners in front of the plaza, two visitors, one peddler, and maintenance women of the
space that they used the plaza of EL- hakim by Amar Allah.

Access & Linkage
Comfort & Image

Are transit stops conveniently located...

Do vehicles dominate pedestrian use of

tha spaca, or pravent tham from aasily... EEE— Can people use a variety of...
Are people taking pictures? Are there
many photo opportunities available? Do the roads and paths through the...
Does the area feel safe? Is therea
security presence? If so, what do these... Does the space function for people. . p——————
Are spaces are clean and free of litter? _ uNo . mHNo
Who is responsible for maintenance?... Do sidewalks lead to and from the... myes
Are there enough places to sit? Are mYes =
seals conveniently located? Do people... Can people easily walk to the place?... p———————
Is there a good connection between...
Are there more women than men?
Does the place make a good first [ Can you see the space from a... [y
impression?
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 o 1 2 3 4 5 6
Figure 23.Al-Hakim by Amr Allah Comfort &image Chart, Figure 22.Al-Hakim by Amr Allah Access & Linkage Chart, Source:
Source: https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat

Regarding [PPS] survey questions, the result was shown that the plaza achieves the two principles of [PPS] rate of 90%.The interaction between people
and the place. There are different activities, souvenir shops, food kiosks, bike rentals, and costume photobooths in front of it. The observation was shown
in Figure 24:

Figure 24.. Al-Hakim by Amr Allah panoramic View

Sociability is the main aspect to make space turn into a place, regarding 32 points in the UNESCO survey guidelines shown in Figure 2, there weren’t any
points describing or evaluating the social aspect behavior of visitors or surrounding facilities that have been reflected on human Needs in public spaces. But
in the placemaking survey, social behavior is achieved by 80% of users shown in Chart 25.

Sociability

Do people tend to pick up litter when...
Does a mix of ages and ethnic groups...

Do people use the place regularly and...

Do people bring their friends and...
Do people seem to know each other...

Are people in groups? Are they talking...

|
Are people smiling? Do people Make... |y

|

|

Is this a place where you would choose...

Figure 25: .Al-Hakim by Amr Allah Sociability Chart, Source: https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat

Regarding observation and questionnaire analysis, we found a problem with the garbage, although there are garbage bins and maintenance women, for
cleaning in El-hakim Square, nobody throws rubbish in the place that was designed for it.

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/fej/vol4/iss1/4
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Figure 26.Garbage bin Figure 27.people litter garbage in plaza  Figure 28. Dirty Pavement & Garbage

The idea behind this concept is that places thrive when users have a range of reasons (10+) to be there. These might include a place to sit, playgrounds to
enjoy, art to touch, music to hear, food to eat, history to experience, and people to meet. Ideally, some of these activities will be unique to that particular
place, reflecting the culture and history of the surrounding community. Residents who use this space most regularly will be the best source of ideas for
which uses will work best.
This section is the result of applied empirical methods to analyse human behaviour and social interaction between the plaza and surrounding facilities to
investigate the contributions of physical and social attributes in creating a sense of place and dynamic interactions and social behaviour.
According to EI-Hakim by Amr Allah Square survey, people who had been there were satisfied in 95%.
Uses & Activities
Is there a management presence, or can
you identify anyone is in charge of the... 1
Are there choices of things to do? _
Which parts of the space are used and -
which are not?
How many different types of activities
are occurring - people walking, e ating,... T —
I
I
|

HNo

mYes
Are people in groups?

Is it used by people of different ages?

Are people using the space orisit
empty?

Figure 28.Al-Hakim by Amr Allah Uses & Activities Chart Source:
https://www.pps.org/article/arplacefeat

by observing EL-hakim by Amr Allah activities, we found a few people were engaged with activities in front of the square like bike rental and costume
booths, also the row benches can't be laid for people to communicate with each other.

Figure 30.Bike Rental kiosk Figure 29.Al-Hakim by Amr Allah Shops and activity Area

5. Discussion

The two plazas were developed by Omran architects from 2005 to 2008, after these changes they were shown the new layout of the meaning of urban
space. The Geographical picture shows timeline for the two plazas before and after development implementation. They were planned according to their
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vision of the site. their concept was to create urban space to highlight the dominant characteristics of Islamic urban fabric which was an organic urban
fabric that was achieved by unifying sidewalks pattern, street patterns, and removing the fence, and barriers.

The study outcome is finding the lack of UNSCEO criteria, the reasons are all the criteria were focused on Physical features such as seating area conditions,
pavement, etc, neglecting the human aspects. On the other hand, Placemaking dimensions were added to the human behavior aspect and access to the
interaction between people and the plazas. The shortage link between physical elements and human interaction in the UNSCEO Survey guideline of historical
Cairo. Despite, the intervention that happened in Beit EIQady Plaza, It become a Lost space, the plaza turned into a car parking area, the café didn’t work,
and a storage area. Rather Elhakim Plaza is full of social interactions, human activities, walkable areas, shops, and food trucks in front of the plaza. However,
The Elhakim by Amr Allah Plaza has some deteriorated space, maintenance lack, garbage, and the seats didn’t fit with social interaction as shown in the
observatory pictures and the questionnaire output.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations:

This Study analyses the Relationship between evaluating public spaces from different perceptions of placemaking and UNESCO and the differences that
appeared in two examples in the same area. Through UNESCO, this research examines different criteria to evaluate the plazas which are the physical
features, location, road accessibility, the condition of the place, dominant traffic uses, pavement materials, and some facilities serving the place. Through
the placemaking dimensions examine people’s sense of community and explore the potentials of the place which can encourage social life in public spaces.

The two case studies provided a deep understanding of each place and covered the gap between the UNESCO Survey guideline and [PPS] criteria. Using
comparative analysis between the two squares. The work started from the point to analyze two public plazas from two different perspectives.

Using data collection to understand the space’s development, making further questionnaires, interviews, weekly observations, Geographical maps, and
traffic congestion maps to analyze the social and physical characteristics of the two Plazas in EIMoez Street. By considering UNESCO and placemaking
guideline surveys, showing the different perspectives to evaluate the same public places, we found.

Firstly, Comfort and Image:

*There were common factors between the two surveys referring to dominant pedestrian use of the space, sidewalks, and seating features in UN the survey
counts the number of seats but placemaking counts the variety of seats, quality, and interactions between humans.

*Linear benches in El-hakim Square were laid to miscommunicate to socialize in the group.

*The government should open Beit EL-Qady café to polarize visitors and rehabilitate and refresh this part of the street.

Secondary, Sociability:

*Local authorities should encourage public participation and different participants to take part in dialogues about what they need in public spaces and how
to make the space, raise awareness of how to make space clean.

*According to the [PPS] idea, we found the gap in the sociability principle in the second plaza that laid the space to a Lost space.

Finally, Uses and Activities:

*The most common thing in the two surveys is that they evaluate the walkability of the place's daily activities and its variation.

*Elhakim by Amr Allah Plaza had different users of different ages, doing different activities, eating, talking, seating, and playing, also, there were several
events during the day and night. On the other hand, Beit E1Qady didn’t appear any human interaction or physical activities.

*Despite activities have been in El-hakim Plaza, competent authorities can provide more organized activities to enhance social life in it.

The investigation scope was limited to Moez Street which is the historical context. Further research needs to add the post-pandemic effects on public spaces

and their impact on human behavior changes putting into consideration the heritage context nature. Moreover, a new digital method could help to understand
the Covid-19 impact on human perception. In addition, the research could take another plaza on Moez Street showing the intervention’s impacts on society.
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