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Human Rights in the Era of Artificial Intelligence
“Figures, Opinions and Solutions”

Dr. Heidi Issa Hassan Ali Hassan; Lecturer of Private International Law,
Faculty of Law, Cairo University, Egypt
Haidy_eissa@yahoo.com
Abstract

Technology has cast its shadow on us in most aspects of our lives and nothing has
escaped its grip even human intelligence. Human intelligence now has a major rival
known as "artificial intelligence™ (Al). The main question is can machines think like
humans?!

Since Al involves, in part, the dispensation with humans, then it is a matter that
affects human rights, regardless of the manifestations, consequences or even scope of
this dispensation.

Accordingly, this study has several problems to tackle: 1) the absence of adequate
binding national and international provisions governing Al, 2) Al systems involve
changing the way businesses and governments around the world operate; thus, there
is a potential for massive interference in human rights, 3) Al technologies present a
double-edged sword: although it helps individuals, it may cause them more harm
because they may violate human rights, and 4) lack of knowledge of many aspects of
Al in the context of human rights.

Hence, the study aims to focus on the consequences of Al penetration into our lives
in light of the lack of societal awareness of these consequences by specialists and non-
specialists to protect human rights.

Studying Al in the framework of human rights makes it inevitable to touch on some
issues such as the definition of Al, its beneficial and harmful consequences, the impact
of Al from a human rights perspective, the possibility of granting machines rights
similar to those granted to human beings, legal tools that would make Al consistent
with human rights, ways to protect human rights in light of Al systems, and
assessment of the role of Al systems.

This study will also shed light on what is meant by the principles and ethics of Al,
their role in protecting human rights, the practical applications of this role, guarantees
that must be ensured for the use of Al systems and whether these guarantees are for
governments only or whether they include the private sector as well, and finally the
results of placing the issue of research investment in the future of Al systems in the
context of a possible intervention in human rights.

Keywords: Al, risks, protection, human rights, ethics, guarantees, research
investment, practical applications.
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(12) For more details, Bernard Marr, Artificial Intelligence in Practice: How 50 Successful
Companies Used Al and Machine Learning to Solve Problems, John Wiley & Sons Itd., UK,
2019.

(13) Privacy, Data and Technology: Human Rights Challenges in the Digital Age, Issued by
the New Zealand Human Rights Commission, May 2018, p. 41.

Available online at,
https://www.hrc.co.nz/files/5715/2575/3415/Privacy_Data_Technology _Human_Rights_Ch
allenges_in_the_Digital_Age_FINAL.pdf, Last visit on 10/1/2020.
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Joseph F. Rychlak, Artificial intelligence and human reason: A teleological critique, Columbia
University Press, New York, US, 1991, See, the abstract.

(gl ol dle -ogialill duselAl aiul]

https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol85/iss85/5

14



RE a1 i 2l G Il oy (e sl o Y g 36 s il
adlel U5 8 b Lodms 1w Jatdl (3 LUl oy ey 55 G g5 LemnlS o 551 cn oY)
s o gl G AW ey 05 OY 4 T ol i el 8 JL1 U (e
22U 55 OF Ul 5 gereSU) ol e 092 Al L B I OBl DT3[ 12
Joms T el ol 2 58 el SIS 5 105 5, LalS p 3 0T e el el 5 graS
109 sl odn (3 o lloo V1 SN ol L

obju\rupiyajw\csﬁéﬁ\juujsséﬁtgrmfa@sjj\mv@j
:atc:ﬁﬂ\,\,w\y;ugmu.@c;%‘zméiﬂcdled\ s 3 cda>

ol e ¢ JolS Sy el V1S SIU1 gl O LelSaly 3 520 3 5T b 55 "
Q0 =0 LISl e L, e 8 s

O s dngidl) o))V e OB ¢dobe Il ALl e sy elS (6 adl o 35
G o 85 &1 e 3 (g2 eSOl o OV 5 St ol g a5
.(W)%;cua.ww ST ENT o ol (5,21l sl elss ells

(15) See, Robert J. Cone, Patricia L. Barnes-Svarney, how the New Technology Works: A
Guide to High-tech Concepts, Oryx Press, US, p. 5.

(16) “...no computers exhibit full artificial intelligence (that is, are able to simulate human
behavior)’, A.P. Godse, D.A. Godse, Fundamentals of Computing and Programing, Technical
Publication, Pune, India, Para. 1.4.5 (1-9).
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(19) Christiaan van Veen Artificial Intelligence: What’s Human Rights Got To Do With It?,
Issued by Data & Society Research Institute, US, May 2018.
Available online at, https://points.datasociety.net/artificial-intelligence-whats-human-rights-
got-to-do-with-it-4622ec1566d5 , Last visit on 11/9/2019.
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(21) Promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Issued by
United Nations, General Assembly, August 2018, p. 5,6.
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(22) Ibid. 6,7/22.
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https://webfoundation.org/research/the-invisible-curation-of-content-facebooks-news-feed-
and-our-information-diets/, Last visit on 5/11/2019.
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https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Legislation/OL-OTH-41-2018.pdf,
last visit on 5/11/2019.
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Julia Angwin, Noam Scheiber, and Ariana Tobin, Dozens of Companies Are Using Facebook
to Exclude Older Workers From Job Ads, Dec. 2017.

See at, https://www.moneylife.in/article/dozens-of-companies-are-using-facebook-to-exclude-
older-workers-from-job-ads/52541.html , last visit on 6/11/2019.
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Mark Latonero, Governing Artificial Intelligence: Upholding Human Rights & Dignity, Issued
by Data & Society Research Institute, US, April 2018, p. 11.
(26) Ibid. 15.
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(28) Kate O'flaherty, YouTube keeps deleting evidence of Syrian chemical weapon attacks,
published in WIRED ‘Online Magazine’, June 2018,

See at, https://www.wired.co.uk/article/chemical-weapons-in-syria-youtube-algorithm-delete-
video, last visit on 16/9/2019.
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(30) See, “Face Value,” IRL: Online Life is Real Life, Podcast audio,
Available online, https://irlpodcast.org/season2/episode3/, Last visit on 11/9/2019.
(31) For more details, Privacy, Data and Technology: Human Rights Challenges in the Digital
Age, op, cit., p. 8.
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(33) Larry J. Siegel, John L. Worrall, Essentials of Criminal Justice, 9th Edition, Cengage
publishing, USA, 2015, p. 350.

(34) Larry Alton, Al and Criminal Interrogations, Will Al support criminal interrogations in
the future? D Zone Publishing, Jan. 2019.

See at, https://dzone.com/articles/will-artificial-intelligence-support-criminal-inte , last visit
on 8/1/2020.
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Paulo Moura Oliveira, Progress in Artificial Intelligence, The 19th EPIA Conference on
Artificial Intelligence (Portugal), Part 1, 3-6 September, Springer, Portugal, 2019, p. 302.
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(36) Vyacheslav Polonski, How artificial intelligence conquered democracy?, Independent
Online Website, August 2017. See at,
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/artificial-intelligence-democracy-elections-
trump-brexit-clinton-a7883911.html, last visit on 22/9/2019.
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(39) Paulo Moura Oliveira, Progress in Artificial Intelligence, The 19th EPIA Conference on
Artificial Intelligence (Portugal), op, cit., p. 280.
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Gregory J. Battersby and Charles W. Grimes, Licensing Update 2018 Edition, Wolters Kluwer,
2018, pp. 3-19.
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Last visit on, 8/1/2020. See Also, Paulo Moura Oliveira, Progress in Artificial Intelligence,
the 19th EPIA Conference on Atrtificial Intelligence (Portugal), op, cit., p. 278, 279.
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Darrell M. West, the Future of Work: Robots, Al, and Automation, Brookings Institution
Press, US, 2018.
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(45) See at, https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/27/jobs-risk-automation-according-
oxford-university-one/, last visit on 16/9/2019.
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(46) Mathias Risse, Human Rights and Artificial Intelligence: An Urgently Needed Agenda,
Issued by Carr Centre for Human Rights Policy, Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University, US, May 2018, p. 18.
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(48) Mark Latonero, Governing Artificial Intelligence: Upholding Human Rights& Dignity,
op cit,, p. 11, Paulo Moura Oliveira, Progress in Artificial Intelligence, the 19th EPIA
Conference on Artificial Intelligence, op, cit., pp. 302-304.
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‘... There is no compelling reason to restrict the attribution of action

(78) Gunther Teubner, Rights of Non-humans? Electronic Agents and Animals as New Actors
in Politics and Law, Vol. 33, Issue 4, Dec. 2006, p. 497.
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Cate Brown, The Rise of Artificial Intelligence and the Threat to our Human Rights, Published
in the Official Website of Human Rights News, Views and info, June, 2017.

See at, https://rightsinfo.org/rise-artificial-intelligence-threat-human-rights/, last visit on
16/9/2019.
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(82) Promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Issued by
United Nations, General Assembly, op, cit., p. 4.
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