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A COUNTER-PLEA FROM OXYRHYNCHITE NOME

By
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A Lecturer in the Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt
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[EN] The current paper is an edition of unpublished Greek documentary papyrus from Cairo
Museum under glass 102 of the S (pecial) R (egister) Nr° 3049 with inv. 238. This papyrus is
from Senepta (Oxyrhynchite nome) and dates back to the first half of the third century AD. This
papyrus text is a counter-plea (&vtiponoig). The counter-plea was a reply to a petition, or to the
legal proceedings following on a petition, and in the Roman period commonly took the form of
a counter statement, which was legally required from the defendant that he intended to contest
the case. The inheritance system applied in Roman Egypt was complex, as there were several
legal systems, and people of different ethnicity were subjected to different legislation. The
conflicts concerning inheritance occur in the petitions. The petitioner complains that the accused
claims property that belongs to her/ him by legacy. The inheritances mostly consist of land
and/or houses. Often the accused is a member of the petitioner’s family. In this case, the petition
results from a family quarrel, where the parties could not sort out their differences within the
domestic context and the petitioners turn to the authorities to assert their rights. After receiving
the legal proceeding (decision of the court), the parties have the right to raise objections with
the doxwwaotc within ten days. The verso contains details about the preparation for a
festival or an occasion, such as the delivery of wine and a lease of a banqueting hall. The
papyrus has been presented as follows: a general description of the contents of the papyrus,
dimensions of the papyrus in centimeters, number of lines of text, arrows indicating the
direction of writing relative to that of papyrus surface, a transcription of the Greek text, English
translation and extensive commentary.

KEYWORDS: Greek, Papyri, Roman, Egypt, inheritance, disputes, wine, festival.
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I. INTRODUCTION

This papyrus is an edition of unpublished Greek documentary papyrus from
Cairo Egyptian Museum under glass 102 of the S (pecial) R (egister) Nr. 3049 with inv.
238; the papyrus is from Senepta (Oxyrhynchiet).

SR 3049/238 Senepta (Oxyrhynchite)
3x9.5 cm. 1+t half of 34 Century AD.

II.DESCRIPTION

The papyrus is of medium brown color, and it is regularly cut off on the left and
right parts of the papyrus, mutilated and suffers from some holes because of worms. It
is written by a semi-cursive hand. The writing is on the recto, along the fibres, in 10
lines, in dark and clear ink, by a legible hand. The top margin is 2 cm. Two vertical
folds, across the fibres, beginning from the right side are visible. The widths of the
successive folds are 2 cm, and 1 cm. The text on the verso is written by a semi-cursive
hand, across the fibres, in 8 lines. There are remains of two margins on the verso; at the
top is 2 cm and below is 2.5 cm. Two vertical folds, across the fibres, beginning from

the right side are visible; the widths of the successive folds are 1 cm and 2 cm.

Date

On palaeographical grounds, it can be dated back to the first half of the third
century AD ..

The text of this papyrus is a counter-plea (&vtiponoic), the counter-plea was a
reply to a petition, or to the legal proceedings following a petition, and in the Roman
period commonly took the form of a counter statement, which was legally required
from the defendant that he intended to contest the case. The inheritance system applied
in Roman Egypt was complex, as there were several legal systems and people of
different ethnicity were subjected to different legislation. The conflicts concerning
inheritance occur in the petitions. The petitioner complains that the accused claims
property that belongs to her/him by legacy. The inheritances consist of mostly land
and/or houses. Often the accused is a member of the petitioner’s family. In this case, the
petition results from a family quarrel, where the parties could not sort out their
differences within the domestic context and the petitioners turn to the authorities to
assert their rights. Emperor Hadrian decided that Roman soldiers grant children
conceived during their fathers' military service the right to inherit: in the absence of a

testament of a decedent. Emperor Hadrian addressed a letter to the prefect of Egypt Q.

! For palaeographical parallels, see: P.Oxy. XLVII 3347 (216-217 AD., census return); Chla XI 486= SB I
1010 (Oxy. 249 AD., succession to the inheritance); SB VI 9298 (Oxyrhynchus, 249 AD., Agnitio bonorum
possessionis). For images: http://papyri.info/ ddbdp/.
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Rammius Martialis. In this letter, the Emperor granted the illegitimate children of
soldiers their possession to the kinsmen by blood? After receiving the legal proceeding
(decision of the court), the parties had the right to raise objections with the
apxwkaotrc within ten days®. The structure of the counter-plea can be represented as

follows:

Date formula
The parties to the dispute
The background of the Counter-plea:
The verb of the request
The object of the dispute
The presentation of the arguments
The desired action.
Date formula*.
The verso contains details about the preparation for a festival or an occasion,

such as delivery of wine and a lease of a banqueting hall.

Text:

recto
Evtu]xovg XePaot[ov
untooo PAavifag
AlvonAiov AW[

dx avTO TOoLTO AW KAl déopa[i oov g pAavOowTiag dTws

2 Chr.Mitt. 373= BGU 1 14 (Alexandria, 119 AD., Imperial constitution about rights of soldiers children),
11. 20-27:
OVTEQ TOLYQAQOLV
t[pdm]ov oVK eloLtv VOULOL KAT|QO-
[vop]ot TV éavt@v matépwv oL t@
[tIng otoate[t]ac xpovw dvaA[n]pueOév-
teg, 6pws kart[o]xn[v] O[rajoxovwv
€€ éxelvou tov pé[plovg ToL dixtdyua-
T0G, 0V Kol Tolg oG [Y]évoug ovvyevéat
didotay,
Those who were begotten during the period of (their fathers’) military service are not legitimate heirs of their fathers;
I order that they be allowed to claim possession of the property in accordance with that portion of the edict that
grants this possession to the kinsmen by blood.

3 P.Oxy. XLI1 3017 (176-177 AD., edict of prefect), 11. 5-8:
peta
TO dlATAY A TODTO TUXOLEV, [OTW-
oav OtL €av U Evtog déka Mpe-
QWV TOL Aaf3etv TNV, UTOYQAQNV
After this edict happened, they must know that if they do not submit the case to me within ten days of receiving the
legal proceeding (decision of the court)

4 P.Oxy. XVI 1881 (427 AD., counter-plea), Introduction; HAGEDORN 2005: 177-182, WOJTCZAK 2016: 334.
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5 &v otkia xowvng T[eoOg Tovg &deApOUS Hov
Jtov kat Aro[yxews
mep]l Levémta €k T[ov
un a]moAe[@O]nvat [ axot mépatog toxn T T VIO EéoEwg
] dvo[p]wv Zev[émta
10 drakatox]nv kAnpov(opiac) é[votaotv
verso
] Aoyyewia[. .ol
‘Hoa]kAéw TayxAewe [
Jy(tvovrat) ¥d k& (dovg) O&(ovg) dix[won
Ao]urto(v) totx(ovv) amnfé
5 ] xat Tyunv dvolv
Q€ ]dwke<v> avToig[

10 ovuTt]ootov pleta] kat gf
Corrections
1. 8 drmoAeipOnvar 1. 11 Aoyywia
Translation

recto

.. Felix Augustus . ..

.. his mother being Flavia . . .

..of Aurelius . .....

.. for this very reason I ask and beseech your humanity to. ..
5 ... in the house common with my brothers . ..

.. also called Apynchis . ..

.. hear Senepta from the . ..

. not abandon it until the case has been brought to a conclusion . .

... on the west of Senepta . . .

10 ... (raising) an objection to the succession of an inheritance . . .
verso

.. to Longinia daughter of . . . ..

.. to Heracleus son of Tanchleus . . .

.. total 24 jar of cheap wine, . . dichora of ....

.. remain three-chous from . . .
5 ...and price of the donkey . ..

.. he has given to them . ..

.. the banqueting hall with . . .

DOI: 10.21608/jguaa2.2021.55184.1047. 13 JGUAA2 vol.7/1, 2022: 10-22.
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IIT. COMMENTARY

It is impossible to calculate that the original sheet was missing at the right and
the left.

I. 1: Evtv]xovg XeBaot[ov: This line contains the titles Evtuyovg XePaotov,
therefore. It is difficult to define the emperor’s name. These titles were found along with
titles of four Roman emperors Caracalla, Elagabalus, Severus Alexander, and Gordian

III. This title had appeared in the reign of the emperor Caracalla®.
Under the reign of the emperor Elagabalus®.

Under reign of the emperor Severus Alexander’.
Under the reign of the emperor Gordian III5.
So, we may date this document back to 211-244 AD.
L. 2: unteoo PAavi[ag: There is a number of women from this period, cf. Flavia
Petronilla in P.Ryl. II 172 (Arsinoite, 208 AD., Offer to Lease a Palm-garden), 11. 1-4:
PAavia ITetewVviAAn ™
kal Trtaviddel peta kvotlov
oL &vdEog I'alov OvaAegiov
[NTavoa yopvaolwaxgxnooavtog
To Flavia Petronilla also called Titanias with her guardian her husband Gaius Valerius

Pansa, ex-gymnasiarch,

% Gee: P. Oxy. XLVII 3347 (216-217 AD., census return), 11. 6-8:
K0 (éTOVg)
[tov kvpiov] Nuawv Avtokpatogog Mdokov AvonA[t]o[v]
[Zeourjpov] Avtwvivov Evoefoug Evtuxovg Xefaotov
24" year of our Lord Imperator Marcus Aurelius Severus Antoninus Pius Felix Augustus

®See: P.Laur. T 22 (Arsinoite, 219-220 AD., Kat’ &vdoa di sitologi allo strategos), 11. 8-10:
Y (¢tovc) Magkov
[AvonAlov Avtwvivov EJvoefoug Ebtuxovg Lefaotov
31 year of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Pius Felix Augustus
" See: P. Oxy. XLIV 3176 (222-235 AD., Request for Payment), 11. 18-20:
[(¢tovc)] | Avtokpatogog Katoagog Mdagkou
[AvpnAio]v Zeovrjpov, AAeEavdou,
[Evoepoig Ev]tuxovg [Zep]aJotov,
Year Imperator Caeser Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Pius Felix Augustus.
¥ See: P.Oxy. XIX 2231 (241 AD., Notification of Succession), 11. 35-38:
[(ETouc)] &
Avrokgdart[o]o[o]s K[ai]o[ago]g,
Magkov Avtwviov 'opdiavod
Evoepoug Evtuxovg Lefaotov
4t year of Imperator Caeser Marcus Antoninus Gordianus Pius Felix Augustus.
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Flavia Tamerylla with the same name®& Flavia Marcella with the same name.

. 3: A [vonAlov Aw]: For completing of the name, there are nouns such as:
Awvpevg, Awvpapxog, Awvpéog, Awvpiéwy, Advpog. But if he is Advpog, he could
be one of these possibilities, the first possibility; Aurelius Didymus could be the
strategus of Arsinoite nome?.

The second possibility; Aurelius Didymus could be the ex-exegetes'. The third
possibility; Aurelius Didymus could be the ex-exegetes, senator, and administrator of

the corps of the city of Oxyrhynchus®.

I. 4: dux avto tovTo A&l W Kkat déouali oov TS PUavOowmiag drwe: The
formula expected can be inferred from P.Abinn. 48= P.Lond. Il 242 (Arsinoite, 346 AD.,
Petition), 1. 13-15:

dtx avto tout[o] a[Ew kat déopat oov [tNg] PLAavOQw-

nilag 6[t]w[c TtovTo]ug cLAAaBOpE[V]og {Kkatl) [d]vayrd-

omng

For this very reason I ask and beseech your humanity to apprehend these men and compel

(them)

% Gee: P.Oxy. XLVII 3347 (216-217 AD., census return), 1. 1-2:
niapa Titov PAawiov Eou [ | Ju omovplov punteog,
DPAaviag TapeovAAnc.
From Titus Flavius Herm..., illegitimate, his mother is Flavia Tamerylla.

9Gee: P. Oxy. XII 1460 (219-220 AD., Revision of Lists of Land- owners), 11. 4-5:
ntapar PAaviag M[aJokéAAng xonualtillovong]
XwoIS KvEiov
from Flavia Marcella, acting without a guardian

! See: BGU 1 35 (Arsinoite, 222 AD., petition), 1. 1:
Avon[A]iw Awwdpw ote(atny®) Ago(voitov)
To Aurelius Didymus the stratégos of the Arsinoite nome.

'2 See: P.Oxy. XLIII 2569 (225-226 AD., Application to Join the Gerusia), 11. 1-2:

[AvonAilw Awvu]w éEnynten-

[oavTl]

To Aurelius Didymus, ex-exegetes
¥ See: P. Ryl. IV 599= SB V 8032 (Oxyrhynchus, 226 AD., Application for Admission to the Gerousia), 11. 1-
4:

AvonAip Avuw to Kat Ato-

okovLEION) EENynTEVoAVTL
BovA(evtn) dLEMOVTL KAl TX OTEUUATA
¢ O&uovyxettwv dAews
To Aurelius Didymus also called Dioscurides, ex-exegetes, senator, and administrator of the corps of the city of
Oxyrhynchus

DOI: 10.21608/jguaa2.2021.55184.1047. 15 JGUAA2 vol.7/1, 2022: 10-22.
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P.Abinn. 49= P.Lond. 11 403 (Arsinoite, 346 AD., Petition), 1. 15-18:
dx av-
TO TOVTO AEWW Kal déopat oov NG eUlavOowrti-
ag OTwe TOVTOVS CLAAAPOUEVOC {Kal} kaTa-
VayKAoTS a0TOVG
For this very reason I ask and beseech your humanity to apprehend these men and compel
them
P.Abinn. 53= P.Lond. 11 407 (Arsinoite, 346 AD., Petition), 11. 9-12:
O[tx avTO TOLTO]
a&lw ka[l] déopal oov t¢ P AavOowiag]
Omwe TovToV oLAAABOuE[Vog] [{kat} kataval-
YKAOT)G aVTOV

For this very reason I ask and beseech your humanity to apprehend this man and compel him

L. 5: év ot]kia kowvng m[pog Tovg AdeApovg pov: The house was the key of the
conflict, probably the deceased was the paterfamilias, inheritors who came into conflict

with persons claiming the inheritance for themselves from the same family4.

L. 7: meg]t Levémta €k t[ov: It can be restored, cf. PSI 173 (Oxyrhynchus, 201-300

AD., land lease), 11. 9-11:
&k tw]v OTao-
XOVTWV avTh) Ttept Levém(ta) €k t(ov)
AJo]vvoop(avov) kAnpov
From her property near Senepta from the estate of Dionysophanes

Levénta: The name of Senepta, rendering the Egyptian name (the lake/place of
Ptah)®. Senepta was attested 71 times in Greek papyri and ostraca from the 3™ century
BC. to the 6% century AD. The largest concentration of texts is found in the third century

AD?. Senepta belongs to Middle toparchy (Zévemta g péong tonagyiag)y.

14KELLY 2011: 56-57; BRYEN 2013: 272-279.
I5BENAISSA 2012: 314-318.

16 See http:/[www.trismegistos.org/geo/detail.php? tm=2891

17 P.Berl.Molerl 2= SB IV 7339 (69-71 A.D.), 1. 7, P.Oxy. 172 (90 A.D.), 11. 5-6, BENAISSA 2009: 188-189.
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STATUS NAME SOURCE
Senepta Zevémta http:/[www.trismegistos.org/geo/detail.
Php?tm=2891;Dizionario IV,259, 262-263; Suppl.
1, 235; Pruneti, 1981, Ossirinchite, 162, 165-166.
Occupations | toopeia PSI 111203 (87 AD), 1. 5.
and dexavaog P.Oxy. 11387 (I cent. AD), . 4.
Officials | otaOuovxog P.Oxy. 11387 (I cent. AD), 1. 2.
OLTOAGYOC P.Oxy. XXXVIII 2866 (123 AD), 1. 3
TALDAQLOV P.Oxy. IV 730 (130 AD), 1. 14.
KTIVOTQOQOG P.Oxy. XVIII 2182 (165 AD), 1. 10.
KWUOYQOUUATEDG P.Oxy. IV 718 (181 AD), 1. 26.
KQOTAALOTOILG P.Oxy. 11475 (182 AD), 1. 24.
Yeweyds P.Oxy. XLIV 3169 (212 AD), 1. 71.
KEQAHOG P.Oxy. L 3595 (243 AD), L. 4.
TIQOVOTTNG PSI XIII 1338 (299 AD), L. 23.
TIOAKTWO P.Oxy. XVII 2140 (III cent. AD), 1.7
Religion | Zefaot P.Oxy. 11387 (I cent. AD), 1. 1.
TIQOPN|TNG P.Oxy. 11387 (I cent. AD), 1. 5.
€011 P.Oxy. 11475 (182 AD), 1. 17.
LLOVAXOTHOLOG P.Oxy. XVI 1912 (566 AD), 1. 75.
Military mmevg P.Oxy. XLIX 3482 (75 BC), L. 3.
amoAeAvuévog P.Oxy. X1 1508 (II cent. AD), L. 3.
Taxes oovtaélg P.Oxy. LXII 4334 (94-95 AD), 1. 12.
ETUKAQOTUOG P.Oxy. XLIV 3169 (212 AD), 1. 12.
Categories | kdtowkog P.Oxy. XLIX 3482 (75 BC), L. 3.
of land MaQAdELO0G P.Oxy. XLIX 3482 (75 BC), 1. 18.
KAT)00G P.Oxy. X1 1508 (II cent. AD), 1. 8.
Ko P.Oxy. L 3595 (243 AD), L. 6, P.Oxy. VI 909 (225
AD), 1. 16.
ETOLKIOV P.Oxy. L 3595 (243 AD), L. 6.
Irrigation | xopa P.Oxy. VI909 (225 AD), 1. 15.
doyavov P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 16.
Noteworthy | AvonAia Aeovtagoig P.Oxy. L 3595 (243 AD), L. 1.
landowners
Animals KTVOG PSI X 1119 (156 AD), L. 12.
TaA0EOG PSI X 1119 (156 AD), L. 12.
ovg P.Oxy. XLIII 3109 (256 AD), 1. 22.
6vog P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 11.
Agricultural | X6ptog P.Oxy. IV 730 (130 AD), 1. 14.
Products oa@dvivog PSI VII 731 (II/III cent. AD),v.1.5
axavOa P.Oxy. VI 909 (225 AD), 1. 17.
apmeAog P.Oxy. VI 909 (225 AD), 1. 15.
yablelols P.Oxy. VI 909 (225 AD), 1. 27.
KAAOOG P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 8.
KkQLOM P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 32.
oivog P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 28.
potvig P.Oxy. XLVII 3354 (257 AD), 1. 29.
KOAOKUVOTG PSI XIII'1338 (299 AD), L. 9.
Adixorvov PSI XIII'1338 (299 AD), . 8.
otkvog PSI XIII'1338 (299 AD), 1.9

[TABLE. 1]: Attestations of Senepta in the papyri 1. 8: ur) almoAet[@OInvail dxot ©Done by researcher
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mépatog TUXN T ¢ VToBéoews: The expression was used in a similar context
in P.Oxy. XVI 1881 (427 A.D., counter-plea), 1. 19:
1) ATIOA PO VAL dXOL TTEQATOG TUXN T TNG LTTOO 0 EWS

Not abandon it until the case has been brought to a conclusion

L. 10: dwaxartox]nv kAngov(opiacg): the similar context was used in inheritance
cases, see: P.Oxy. IX 1201 (258 AD., succession to an inheritance), 1. 5-9:
AvonAoc Evdaipwv KatiAAlov Emidédwka
ALTOUHEVOG DXKATOXTV KAT)QOVOUIAG
TOV TATEOG OV TWV KATA dLAdOXMNV KAT)-
oovoun0évtwv O’ avToL AdXOEToL TETe-
AgvTnKOTOG.
1, Aurelius Eudaemon son of Catillius, have presented (this petition) asking for the

succession of an inheritance of my father, namely the property inherited in turn by him,

having died intestate.

Verso 1. 1: Aoyywia [. .]Jo[: The name Aoyywia seems to be common name in

middle Egypt?.
L. 3:]y(tvovtat): The word was written abbreviated .

kA& (dovg): The k&dog is a jar or container, the kadog was used in the Greek and
Roman world primarily to store and transport wine, as well as to draw water from the

well 20,

0&(ovg): The d&oc (poor wine, vinegar) is a kind of wine, the mixture of sour
wine or vinegar and water which the Roman soldiers were accustomed to drink, is
attested in various texts concerning the production and trade of wine, also in the

guarantee clauses?!.

dix[woa]: The term dixwoeov is a unit of measure used for wine, the dixwepov
equaled 2 povoxwoa = 8 xo6ec = 96 kotvAal. The povoxweov a wine measure to be

equivalent to about 7.3 liters, and that a donkey load was 8 povoxwoa?.

L. 6: mxp€]dwre<v>: The usual verb in the receipts for deliveries?.

8 Gee: P. Yale 11T 137 (Philadelphia, 216-217 AD., Account), 1. 19; BGU 1II 614 (Arsinoite nome, 217 A.D.,
Account), 11. 5, 14.

% Gee: P.Lond. 111 1177 (Arsinoite nome, 131-132 AD., Accounts), 1. 75; BGU XIX 2834 (Hermopolis, 590
AD., Delivery of wine), 1. 12.

20BONATI 2016: 59-85.

2'TCHERNIA 1986: 11-13, KRUIT 1992: 265-276.

2KRUIT & WORP 1999: 96-127; MAYERSON 2000: 169-172; MAYERSON 2000: 105-109; TERPSTRA 2012: 109-118.
% See: O.Leid. 342, 1. 7; O.Mich. TI1 1098, 1. 3.
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L. 7: 10 ovum]éoov pleta] kat e[: This phrase could be restored as follows?.

[ovum]éoov: The cvumodoiov from the verb cvpmiverv (to drink together) was a
banquet that took place after the meal, when drinking for pleasure was accompanied by
music, or dancing. The ovunéoov was rented to be used as banqueting hall. Husson
has shown that in some leases the cuundolov no longer indicates a dining room, but
had a broader meaning, that of an apartment, since it included other rooms, such as a

KéAAa (store), or a kottwv (bedroom)?.

IV. CONCLUSION

The conclusion covers the following:

. The papyrus offers new insight on the counter-plea, which was legally required
from the defendant that he intended to contest the case.

J The inheritance system applied in Roman Egypt was complex.

. The inheritances mostly consist of land and/or houses.

J Often the accused is a member of the petitioner’s family.

. The papyrus gives papyrological evidence for Senepta (Oxyrhynchite).

J The papyrus gives papyrological evidence for the preparation for a festival

* see: P.Yale 171 (Oxyrhynchus, 456 AD., lease of a drinking room and bedroom), 1. 18:
peploOwpal TO CUUTOOLOV HETA KAL TOU €VTOG KOLTWVOG

I have leased the banqueting hall with the bedroom within

P.Oxy. LXXI 4832 (436 A.D., lease of a symposium), commentary 1. 14, HUSSON 1983: 267-271; SARDI
1998: 17-43; ROBINSON 2016: 97.
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[FIGURE 1]: Egyptian Museum in Cairo under glass 102 of the S (pecial) R (egister) N. 3049 with inv.
238 recto.
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[FIGURE 2]: Egyptian Museum in Cairo under glass 102 of the S (pecial) R (egister) N°. 3049 with inv.
238 verso.
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