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ABSTRACT
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[EN] The study of Coptic documents is considered as one of the most important sources that can be relied
upon to give a glimpse into the Copts’ daily life. The Coptic documents are replete with many texts that
document and clarify the identity of the «Oiormomoc, so this research presents a comprehensive study of this
term which means steward. This can be accurately described as the job title for a clergyman who performs a
number of important monastic and ecclesiastical tasks. The research explained that the responsibilities of the
steward were many and varied, namely a high financial and administrative officer who performed all
financial and administrative transactions related to the resources and properties of the monastery and he also
had a great religious role, as well as his responsibility as treasurer. This is in addition to conducting a
comparative study between the concept and function of this title since the beginning of its appearance in
Coptic documents and its development over time. Finally, the research aims to draw a perception of one of
the aspects of monastic life, identify the ecclesiastical activities that were practiced and then shed light on
how the Copts managed and organized monasteries and churches in the 5% century AD until the 11t century
AD.

KEYWORDS: steward, church, monastery, responsibilities, administration role, financial role, religious
role, treasurer.
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A LINGUISTIC ANALYTICAL STUDY OF COPTIC DOCUMENTS

I. INTRODUCTION

At the outset, it should be noted that all the documents in this research have been
previously published and the majority of them are from Thebes. Some studies dealt with
this title from a historical point of view, contrary to what is dealt with in this research,
where it relies mainly on Coptic documents in its methodology. These studies are:

The article written by Benaissa Amin on abishop, a village, and the nomination of a church
Steward' is a Greek document dating back to the 5% century AD. Sheds light on the relationship
between bishop and villages and the nomination of a church Steward.

The study by Ewa Wipszycka on Les ressources et les activités économiques des églises en Egypte
du IVe au VIII siécle? is church's economical affairs, which mentioned part of the steward's role in
the management but without dealting with the Coptic documents.

The study by Georg Schmelz, Kirchliche Amtstriger im spitantiken Agypten nach den Aussagen
der griechischen und koptischen Papyri und Ostraka® contains a chapter on bishops, priests and deacons
in economic life. It must be noted that this study is based mainly on Greek documents.

The research methodology follows the linguistic and civilization analysis of all Coptic
documents related to the steward, in addition to study this function historically in order
that it can be more readily known by specialists. The research is divided into five parts.

The first part defines the term Okornosroc. The second oneexplains how the steward
in the monasteries is appointed and specifies the nature and levels of this job. The third
part is devoted to the various responsibilities of the steward, while the fourth one shows
the evolution of the concept and function of okonosoc. The fifth part attempts to determine
the most famous Copts who held this position. Finally, the research will present the most
important results.

II. THE TERM O:konorroc

Oixonosroc is a title among various titles employed in Greek and Coptic sources. It is generally
translated in specialized dictionaries as «steward» %, and is of Greek origin «oikovouoc»®. In
fact, the title Oonostoc cannot be considered among the honorary routine monastic titles but
is perceived as a function, which is represented by a very important and precise ecclesiastical
and monastic functionary. This function was known from the Greek era® which represented a
subordinate state official in charge of the serapeum, also of a high financial officer”. As for the
presence of the steward in monasteries and churches is declared obligatory by Canon 26 of the
council of Chalcedon of 451 AD, which decided that any church that has a bishop would also
have a steward from the clergy of that church?® he will have to administer the goods of the

! BENAISSA 2009: 175-180.

2 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 135-141.

3 SCHMELZ 2002: 163-164.

4 SOPHOCLES 1900: 796; FD 2002: 563.

5 LIDDELL & SCOTT 1986: 2683.

®0Oxyrhynchus is one of the richest archaeological sites for Greek papyri and a very large number of texts
relating to church officials. SCHMELZ 2002: 7.

7 LIDDELL & SCOTT 1986: 2683.

8 The steward was responsible to the bishop, and all of his belongings served as a guarantee for any losses.
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church under the direction of his bishop’. And we find an accurate depiction of the
relationship between the steward and the bishop in the canons of Athanasius'® mentioned that
the steward should do nought without the bishop and also likewise the bishop shall do nought
without the steward «eTBe moonomoc 2Ae pwwy nNnegraaay Ngwh ajm nemnickomoc
Oo¥2Ae niemE mickomocrAaay Ngwhl  ajm moikonowoc»!l. So that the administration of the
church is not without witnesses and that the ecclesiastical goods are not dissipated, but in
Egyptian churches the oldest mentions'? of oikonostoc is well attested already in date back to
the 4 century AD?®3, despite this. By studying the Coptic documents, it becomes clear that this
title did not appear in any document dated before the 5% century AD, while it is mentioned in
lots of documents that are confirmed dating from the beginning of the 5% century AD utill the
11%* century AD'. It was noticed that the great bulk of these documents fall in the period
including 7% & 8% centuries. It refers that this function became great and fundamental
importance in the Egyptian churches and monasteries during this period. It should be noted
that the title or function of oikorosroc was restricted to men only, as no document was found
indicating that a woman had this title or performed any of its functions, as for linguistic aspect,
the Copts wrote this title!® usually after the names in many forms in their documents, as
follows: evenostoc, EYENWILOC, EYHNOILOC, EYWN01L0C!, erkonosroc!?, erkwnorroc 18, exernorroc??,

ekont0100c?,  exonosroc?, ekononosroc?, ekwno1roc?, ekwnwrroc?, exwrwiLwe®,  ukonosLoc?,

® WIPSZYCKA 1972: 135.

10WIPSzZYCKA 2018: 10.

1 CrRUM 1904: 97.

12 One of these mentions is transmitted to us concerns a steward of the Episcopal church of
Saint Pachomius.

13 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 135.

14 This means that it was known in the Islamic period, and undoubtedly, this title was reserved for Copts
only. It is not found in Arabic names.

15 There are many linguistic derivation of this title foe example:

-owonomia, noun means administration <« Teqoikonoura Yap OYATCILOT TE», See:
http://data.copticscriptorium.org/texts/proclushomilies/proclus-homily-23-on-the-nativity-in-budge-
ed/analytic Accessed on 5/06/2022.

—orkonoarLer, verb means control <« ekoikoNosLeEr  NNEKWAKE >, See:

http://data.copticscriptorium.org/texts/pachomiusinstructions/instructions-of-apa-pachomius-in-mercar-in-
budge-ed-part-2/analytic Accessed on 5/06/2022.

16 KRU 1912:N*. 18,92.

17 LANTSCHOOT: 1959, N, lix, Ixxiv.

18 Ws1922: N's. 97,192.

19 KRU 1912: N*.107.

20 LANTSCHOOT 1959, N2. Ixxvi, this written form is not mentioned in specialized dictionaries.

21 CPR 1958: vol.4, N°.153.

22 KRAUSE 1958: N 4.

23 KOw 1960: N*.294.

24 BROWNE 1984: N*.204.

5 QUIBELL 1912: N*.261.

26 WS 1922: N*.181.
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kono220c?, 1okonosr0c?, konosroc?, oonosox3, Oronosrovcd, omomorroc®?, otkonosrroc?,
otkon °100¢, 01k%, 01k0%, 01k0110¢, 01K0¥110120¢Y, 0IkWN0120¥ 3 orcon0120¢%, WIKY, wkonosrroct,
wkwrnowoct?, With it was mentioned that the Coptic equivalent of this term is panui®®, but in
fact the Copts used only the word owomosmoc to express the function «steward» in their
documents.

III. HOw TO NOMINATE AND CHOOSE THE STEWARD

The Greek document published by Benaissa Amin is the first document that shed light
on the selection of the steward of a church*. However, no Coptic document states how the
steward was nominated in the monasteries and churches. It often happens that higher
positions are entrusted to clerics®. This is confirmed by the titles attached to the stewards in
the Coptic documents, as in the following [TABLE 1].

Title Meaning Publication
ATA Father Ws 1922: N°.97
apxunpechyTepoc Chief of priests KRu 1912: N'.102
Alakonc Deacon CPR 1958: vol.4, N".147
€Enickomoc Bishop KrRu 1912: N%.96,100
L0M0C Monk C01902: N*.158
ENASICTOC Smallest BALL 1954: N'.177
Ev2alfecTaToC Godly- Righteous Kru 1912: N°.107
IlernerwT Our father KRU 1912: N°.96
ITpecBvyTepoc Priest EP1926: vol.2,N".162
ITpoecToc Chief- Director QUIBELL 1912: N".232
Con Brother V€ 1939: N°.87
2¥YYOVIUCNOC Hegumenos (head of a church) KRU 1912: Ne-.94,98,101

[TABLE 1]: Done by the researcher

27 KRU 1912: N*.100; LANTSCHOOT: 1959, Ns. xxiii, xlv, xlvii & x1viii.

28 HENRI 1922: 196, this written form is not mentioned in specialized dictionaries.

2 BALL 1954: N*.177.

3 LANTSCHOOT 1959: N°. cxi, this written form is not mentioned in specialized dictionaries.
31 Ws 1922: Ne. 178.

32 KRU 1912: N".85.

33 CPR 1958: vol. 4, N*.32, 54; MACCOWL 1994: N".2.

3 BUDGE 1915: 191, Fol.9b2.

% O.BRIT.COPT 1905: N*.LXXIL

% EP 1926: vol.2, N". 166.

% KRU 1912: N*.109, 85.

3% LANTSCHOOT: 1973, Ne.cvii, this written form is not mentioned in specialized dictionaries.
3 Ws 1922: N°.104.

40 REMONDON 1965: N".18.

4 0. BRIT.cOPT 1905: N* XXXL

4 CPR 1958: vol.4, N".147.

# Fp2002: 563.

“ BENAISSA 2009: 175-180.

4 HOWARD 2005: 71.
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In addition to some information in this regard can be found through what came in the
Coptic sources and references, it was mentioned in the Canons of the Athanasius in its Coptic
version that the steward must be a chosen man and a God-fearing «evecoTpf 2Ae eqrooTe
onTy», and be chosen from among the clerics of the church. In addition to that, he was
received his appointment from the bishop at Easter”. The bishop was responsible for
supervising the steward and could remove him from his post if any defect was proven to him*
«mot]konoson  eTna  [kw omm] caBBaTon wmnTk [vprakm emlegqTomoc eBo  waT

[6an] equyune qonamok [Awmpocn] eTnapwa emeqgTomOC ¢on  ATO [KARPOCHY.

As for the number of people appointed to occupy this position, whether in the monastery
or the church, it was not unified, many documents show that one steward was appointed for
the monastery, who could exercise his functions for several years®. However, many
documents® indicate that some monasteries and churches had more than a steward atthe same
time CEICR,AI NHTH NTWTHN ATA KYPIAKOC M0 JLABAIOC TIGCON IANCOYPOYC MNOIKONOILOC
unTomoc eTovaal»® Itisnoted thatitis limited to the huge monasteries and churches only.
It is stated in the documents of the monastery of Apa Apollo «+anok nav2oc mpecByTepoc
TTEKONOILOC NTENTWT ATA TALOYN TICTHYE ++ko2A2oveoc TEPEC&‘Y“TEPOC TTOIKONO2LOC
NTENNOGS NIWT TIOMMETPE++ANOK KWCLa TI:PEC.&‘Y'TEPOC TEKONOILOC NTHNOB NEKKAHCIA
TroumeTpet > On the other hand, sometimes, one steward was appointed to more than one
monastery or church at the same time®, which indicates the existence of administrative and
financial links between several monasteries and churches.® Finally, evidenced from the study
of some documents that there is a hierarchy for the steward's function (chief steward, general

steward, assistant steward and lesser steward) <<mencon nmATA  AN... TNOE  NOIKONOILOC
AYW  TUWT  MTMA  NOYWM>, (TUENAY MHNA TECWW TKOYI noikonowmoc>» ™. In this
context, the rank of the lesser stewards was mentioned in the Canons of Athanasius as
responsible to the church for the preserving of precious objects <««noronosroc
NNEKKANCIA ...21xWo0¥ TA&T oNTe mnostoc NNkovi Norkorowoc», and Coptic documents

prove that in the event that there was more than one steward for the same monastery, each of
them was responsible for a part of it, as stated in document of DairBawit 6204 «racon neTpoc

4 CRUM 1904: 97.

47 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 137, 148.

*®The authority to expel a priest, deacon or another officer from the clergy generally rested with the bishop,
the head of the diocese and superior of the clergy, but the archipresbyters, as superiors of the priests of a
church, could also impose this penalty. SCHMELZ 2002: 141-162.

9Co 1902: N°.76; REVILLOUT 1900: 143, N°.8.

0 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 138.

L KRU 1912: N*5.103, 109; CO 1902: N°.44; QUIBELL 1909: N*.73; MACCOWL 1994: N*s. 2- 4.

%2 KrU 1912: N*.103.

3 MACCOWL 1994: N".3.

** It is probable that the rich churches, possessing property to administer, had their steward, and that the less
fortunate churches either did without a steward or used a common administrator with other churches. This
appears in a receipt issued by a steward as an administrator of small churches. WIPSZYCKA 1972: 137.

SRYL 1909: N*.142.

%6 QUIBELL 1902: N*.328, 313.

" CRUM 1904: 100.
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TEQCON foIKONOMoC nmeNefwT ama mamovn»S, Delter explains that these are stewards of
lower status «that the stewards of our father Apa Pamoun» are the stewards of a part of the
monastery dedicated to Pamoun®, «ko2a20veoc Telea2yicTOC NTPECRYTEPOC TOIKONOLLOC
nmenno6  niwT»® «our father's steward» is probably the general steward, attached to the
monastic superior®!, «amnok kwcuma TPeCRYTEPOC TEKONOMOC NTHOE NekkAncia»®? « the
steward of the great church» is in charge of the main church of the monastery®.

Before passing this point, it should be noted that the steward may have become abbot of
the monastery subsequently, as evidenced by some Coptic documents showing the steward
holding the title of abbot of the monastery «g1TooTq mneeodi, nnpecRyTepoc k¥prakoc
TAONYOC AYW TEHYOYL, MTTOTOC eToYvaB nmgavoc ama PorBasewn »>04 «@ITOOTK

ney2AafecTaToC K¥pIl&akocC TEPECB‘Y“TOPOC AYW TOIKONOLOC MTTOTOC ETOYYAR»D,

IV. THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND ROLES OF O1koNoUoc IN MONASTERIES AND CHURCHES

The Coptic documents highlighted the multiplicity and diversity of the functions and
tasks performed by the steward and his effective role in the Coptic community.
Accordingly, it can be divided into several roles.

A. The Administration Role of oorosoc

In general, the resources mention that the steward participates in the management of
the economic affairs of a monastery, but by studying the Coptic documents, we can say
that the steward is a senior administrative officer responsible for all administrative matters
in the monastery as the organizer and manager of the monastery's resources and property,
as follows:

1. He was responsible for authorizing the Coptic farmers to cultivate or sow part of lands
owned by the monastery, and he received the production from them «-+anok amna
IWANNHC T... &YW TOIKONOXLOC MTTOTOC JJ.IXAH?\ NTToAIC PMONt ...C TEE‘Y“Z\AB,
mauon®  xe "['ETEI‘TPETEE N&AK ETPEKXO TCNTE nc*l'u)ae LTTONTOC TOOY...»0%,

2. He supervised the church's priests and punished the guilty as well as followed up on the
performance of the church-related work and he was responsible for following up on the
duties of the priesthood®” «« +gnnwwpn eg...T MPwh .... BikTwp giT .... medocC
JUIAHD  L..TWHOC  2ama  Nx... x00Y NUPeCRHTEpPOC ETWAYTE NTEKKAHCIA

mpaveoc BikTwp tTeToryens,

%8 MACCOWL 1994: N° 4, L.15.

% ALAIN 2004: 68; Brussels Coptic Database (BCD)
80 MAaccowL 1994: N° 4, L.73.

61 ALAIN 2004: 68.

62 M ACCOWL 1994: Ne 4, L..75.

83 ALAIN 2004: 68.

64 KRu 1912: N*.98.

8 Kru 1912: N°.101.

8 CRUM 1934: 78.

67 Co 1902: N°.87; O.BRIT.COPT 1905: N°. XLVII.
% O.BRIT.COPT 1905: N°. XLVII.

DOI: 10.21608/JGUA A2.2022.128832.1100 129 JGUAA2 vol. 7/2, 2022, 124-143



Walaa Ali Abd El- Rahman Ali

[FIGURE 1]: Part of this ostraca mentions the administration role of the steward.
O. Brit.Copt 1905: PL. 61.

3. Many Coptic documents® reveal that the steward represents the administrator who takes
care of managing the monastic goods, as follows:

- He was responsible for orders payments and the delivery of wine” and other foodstuffs
«+Tr womTe NoTC neTh NTe mTMa MIOYAT AYW €M TEKEINE NTE TIA
LTOYA! TAAU NAU NTE TAKOYTHC TAAC NATA 2WP 2ITNTATHNOVTE TEKONOLL,»7 L

- There are many orders issued by the steward to various subordinates to sending of
foodstuffs” «ep Tavanun ngt ATo nEoovne nMxw2 hnama fwganuc PpeleTwpe
mTe Tal K&TA&A 86 NTAK x00c xematBRwk eBo N&ATOYTIPHY &  XKOOC EPOK
XeEWAPE nechny  2o0Reck noOYTAAY NAR  TAAC nmACON TMEWA 21T ENWIY
ToTkoN0L0C»7,

- Some Coptic documents indicate that receiving the needs of monasteries and churches
was the responsibility of the steward «arTnoovcovy nak 21Toq Niwgcanuc wman
NG &1L0YD TAC NATA NA&PO‘Y‘ TTEIKONO XL OC alTEleaANH»M.

4. The steward was in charge of the postal administration of the monastery, which came in
the Coptic documents”™ represented in receiving letters which were related to
ecclesiastical issues, in addition to editing it for various subordinates, whether in the same
monastery or outside it ««tx1 neReAxE NEMANE ALLOYA  MTKYPIC CAPATIWN  AYW

EILE XKEEYOY NAK TAAC MMTACON TATNOYTE Tokonowmoc grithenwsy meqerwT+ 78,

89 ALAIN 2004: N*=.13, 19, 22; W5 1922: N*.88-89, 98, 110, 177- 178, 181, 188; BM 1905: Ne. 212.

" During each mass, it was obviously necessary to use a certain quantity of bread and wine for «Eu charist».
WALAA 2021.

TWs 1922: N*".177.

2 For more information on monastic food systems, see: HIND 2020.

WS 1922: N".88.

74 Ws 1922: N=.192.

75 Kow 1960: N*.361; O.BRIT.COPT 1905: N*. LXXII; Ws 1922: N*.95; EP 1926: vol.2, N". 166.

76 Ws 1922: N".95.
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[FIGURE 2]: Part of ostraca mentions that the steward was in charge of the postal administration of the
monastery. O.BRIT.COPT 1905: PL. 72.

5. He was supervising the camel herds and following up on their drivers duties «+casovna
atsau eTcpai Mmegcon TETPOC TMEKONOLLOC MuTomoc xeeTRe mMEwWB Nusans anmovd,
MnTonoc...... ».77

6. One of the Coptic documents sheds light on the fact that the steward is supplying of passing
Saﬂors's l’leeds KTA&AAC N ATI&A  ENWY TOION0LOC altnﬂ;ACON ENWYC EIC YEWPYE
nneeB  mMu2ifeproc aqger nak e2pal apr Tavamh Bwk emama nrcan  whine»’s,

7. The Coptic documents of donations reveal that the steward was the administrative official
who received all kinds of donations presented to the monastery, which consisted of:

- The children’s donations: the documents prove that the steward played a major role in
this regard, as he was responsible for receiving these children” and had to take care of
them, supervise their upbringing, and provide everything they needed in their daily
lives until they reached the age in which they could serve the monastery®. He also had
to rehabilitate and train them in the work®! they would do in the monastery®? <«xe nTa:
A(DPIZE LLTTAILEPIT NWHPE EaO‘Y‘N ETOTOC NATEA(I)OIBA.U.(DN TaAPYP 81.’.8(&?\ EpPOY
a.U..U.N'T(S-A‘Y‘ON NI ETETHN NAKEDEYE 09 naq .U.TEEBOO‘Y‘ wn TEYH NTOK
nevAaBecTaToc K’Y‘PIAKOC TCKH.U.EPIAPXHC AYW TOIKONOLLOC MTTOTOC €ETOYaAAR
namadporB amawns,

- The properties donations: the steward was the administrative and legal official in the
monasteries and churches to receive property donations from the lands, homes and
other properties of the Copts® «+amok umun  "TWMIWANNHC — 2NEPIONT  ETCR AL

77 V€ 1939: N'.87.

78 W5 1922: N*.104.

7 Kru 1912: N*.78, 80, 89, 91, 92, 96, 100.

8 KRru1912: N*.87.

8 Such as sweeping, spraying water, caring for the baptismal basins and working in fields.
82 Kru 1912: N*.80, 85, 87, 95.

8 KRru 1912: N°.95.

8 CPR 1958: vol.4 N'".32; KRALL 1895: N's. LXXV, LXXVI; LANTSCHOOT 1973: Ne. XXII|.
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LTTOTOC ETOYAAR Te,avioc (l)OIBA.U.(DH LTTTOOY NAXHILE PITOOTTHYTN COYPOYC
LN AH6A10C NCQOIKONOILOC XETIETUTPETE NHTH ETCEI(U&E))SS.
The self — donation: one document indicates that the steward was responsible for receiving the
person who donated himself to the monastery «aiximoor gun2ovTnp eTovaal eTgron
JLTIESVCIACTHPION aNN(S_IX ETOYAAR JLTTEKENOILOC ETILILAY AYEINE AYNOYVXC EXU)I».S()
8. He is mentioned in one of the Coptic lists as one of the employees in a pagarchy as the
organizational structure, he was among the statesmenwho were given gifts «Tevnwecic
NNEPWILE NTAYN TAI0 ENA TTATAPYIA o4& I0YCTA TATUWYMAA..... 2ATEKONOILOC

NATI& 10¥YCT A Warovn NKOALLL A nuwe OYXKENOQ NG &&G6 € JLHT  NTIHPE whT cHaY

ovcopT RBToovy nmamor»¥,

B. The Financial Role of otonosoc®

The Coptic documents give numerous examples of the steward bearing all the
financial burdens of the monastery and the church, as it is considered a high financial
official with all financial transactions, as follows:

1. Before the state, the steward is responsible for paying the taxes which encumber the
ecclesiastical goods; in this capacity, he sometimes appears in tax documents®. Also
«Steinwenter« mentioned that the owonosoc was probably responsible for the delivery
of taxes to the village authorities®, and documents from Deir El- Balai'zah confirm that
he was responsible for the monastic tax account «... 7xo €eBo2 eTAroIvercic
nwaonacTp,® xmenTagenyycwper noik,° nama .. »?, Gascou also proved that
the tax collecting in a particular area was sometimes part of the episcopal church
steward's tasks® .

2. The steward was entrusted with the receiving the rent of the monasteries and writing
receipts of it”® ««<anmok 10¥vCTA TEIEAANICTOC NAIAK, AYW TEKONOILOC NNER RHYE
NTEITOTOC ETOYAAR €ICQAT NOEPOYOX XE &AIXI AYW AITAHPW NTOOTK
NTEMPHTEVILA NTHI ETTOTOC ETE TA&AI TE OYKAC EQOMET»M,

3. He was responsible for paying the wages of the workmen he contracted to work in the
monastery or C}"llerI'l95 (TENEIWT TCE'TC&AT LLTTGUHPE  ATI&A  TETPOC TOIKONOILOC XE

T ov2ovRiIToy L ovkowy Ngo'f'Te NAILILWNE EQYKH ETTANKADOY NCWK AnApxn>>96.

8 KRru 1912: N*.109.

8 KRrRU 1912: N°.104.

87 HASITZKA 1987: N°.30.

8 Since the 4t century there have been stewards who regulated the financial affairs of the diocese under the
supervision of the bishop. SCHMELZ 2002: 162.

8 P.LOND 1910: vol. 4, N=.1419.

% STEINWENTER 1920: 34.

91 BALL 1954: N".301.

92 WIPSZYCKA 1991: vol.4, 1825.

9% KRU 1912: N*.147; CO 1902: N*.200, 405; KRALL 1895: N*. LXXV; CPR 1958: vol.4, N*.147, 153.
% KRALL 1895: Ne.LXXV.

% C0 1902: Ne=.88, 89; CLACKSON 2008: N".24.

% CLACKSON 2008: N”.24.
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4. The steward appeared in some Coptic documents®” as one of the members of governing
board of the monastery «diakonia»*®and even suppose that the diaconia was headed by
the steward who had the right to sell the monastery’s property* and pledge to the buyer

a guarantee of the sale, beside to impose a fine for those who violated him «enT: eBo?2
NHK NTOK AT& ﬁlK'TU)P TWHPE NTILAKAPIOC ABANACIOC oI XHILE ganooc
NTTOAIC NNENMEPOC NTAYEOPYIOC TUHPE NIOYVANNE TUJHPE l‘Y‘aH‘Z\IAC NATIA ﬁlK'TU)P

TECILAYTE E‘Y‘A(DZIA TaAAY AaO‘Y‘N ETTP,AYIOC e ANOK IW&ANNHC TEYENWLLOC
nngavioc ama  peBarwn nmpavioc ana  PpeBamwn  Trkeheve TaTpedaav
NPWILE PNTEKCNYEA NTOK &ama BikTwp»10,

5. Coptic documents!™ showed the steward sometimes as a lender to Coptic citizens, as a
community economic activity practiced by the monastery «+anok 1wcnd mwe nanna
TCP(A).U. NaA(TE EICP &l  HNATA AANIHA TOIKONO2LLOC NmTTomoc TAXCHAP TEDOC
NWUOYN XE TIPEWCTE NAK n© kep, BA vi, k, Avo TeTap,»®?

6. The steward was the one who made accounts for the expenses of churches and
monasteries and collected them as annual report and signed it'® «+0gdwpax Akpwc J,
0. .. 1ok, emaviens Sta@® Aoyt e... eop’ 1° £ e® pap’ wd®, ndvw kepat + gvoteplog €A
, OlK’, OTOL+>»104,

C. The Religious Role of the Owonosoc

. Coptic documents'® prove that the steward had a prominent religious status among the
Copts, so they resorted to him in the monastery to take the oath before him and the Coptic
pleaded for him as one of the holy religious figures to ask for intercession and healing, «ne:

NAWHPE MNTevwaay aYTapkol Muanaw orrTunecoPpinecT, TRpecByT, avYw

noonomoc  eatwrk mmgavioc iwgannuc »1%, «mwT nwhpe menna eTovaal
107

MNAAYEIA  TOIKONOMOC ATA CAPMATE A&T& AT0A2w ,uy»-/, in addition to

mentioning him in the Coptic sermons'® «aapwp ovn w namenpat ummenepenwwm

N ANOIKONOLLOC ENQWOY HENNH ETAYTHI »10,

7 MACCOWL 1994: Nes.1, 2, 3; KRU 1912: Nes.18, 50.

% Tt is a chartiable institution and the decision-making center of the monastery. WIPSZYCKA 1991: 896.

% It is noted by studying the documents that the lands owned by churches and monasteries were not sold,
but were only rented. As for the houses belonging to the monasteries, they were sold, but in some
documents, it is mentioned that in the event of the buyer's death, the ownership of the house returns to the
monastery again. MACCOWL 1994: Nes.3- 4,

100 KRru 1912: N°.18.

101 C0 1902: N".158; KRALL 1895: N".LII; CPR 1958: vol.4, N'".54.

102 KRALL 1895: N°.LII; CPR 1958: vol.4, Ne.54.

103 Indeed, the steward receives all revenues in kind and cash and disposes of them with the bishop.
WIPSZYCKA 1972: 128.

104 RYL 1909: N".142.

105 BM 1905: 217; QUIBELL 1912: Nes 207, 232, 295; EP 1926: vol.2, Nes. 144,162.

106 Fp 1926: vol.2, 162.

107 QUIBELL 1912: N2295.

108 The Coptic sermons are considered one of the branches of literary documents that aren’t without
mentioning the stewar. HENRI 1922: 196.

108 RyL 1909: N°. 437.

109 RyL 1909: N°. 437.

DOI: 10.21608/JGUA A2.2022.128832.1100 133 JGUAA2 vol. 7/2, 2022, 124-143



Walaa Ali Abd El- Rahman Ali

2. He is one of the clerics required to make charitable distributions either in money or in
foodstuffs'?, and he had a role in dispensing ecclesiastical benevolence. He also was a father
to the orphans and widows«nToq 2Ae moikonosoc epemodovoc Ngwh mw  wwne
nTooTf nepopoc Mnme 6 pwws NTekkAHciaA Nopdanoc MUNEYHPA EGONAY NEIWT
epxiyoxne MNuemickonoc €TRe 2wh i eqranag MmarovTe»!, in addition to his
role in the organization of assistance for the sick!!?.

3. The steward appeared in many stories of Coptic miracles as a religious man who resorted
to him in religious shrines and sanctuaries to obtain healing!®s.

4. The steward was one of the clergies responsible for baptism in the monastery and was most
often named on the stand of water jars'*. No doubt that also he was responsible for their
supplyS«anwaw nmekonosoc afpagast megcon 2 asnn»lio,

e

[FIGURE 3]: Stand for water jars bearing the name of the steward Apollo
QUIBELL 1912: Pr. XLIII, 1.

5. He had a key role in providing the monastery library's needs of religious books!?’, as it was
necessary to have a library inside each monastery to supply the monks with the texts
necessary for prayer and performing rituals'® «ako¥w mnzxwwue Trnooy egovn  na¥

NToTy nNaBpagase TAI&AK, ... 2ITN E0AWCIOC TekwNooc MPATIOC wHNACH!,

1101t is mentioned that the stewards prove that the charitable activity of an Episcopal church was directed directly by its
stewards.

111 CrRUM 1904: 97, 98.

112 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 110,139.

113 DRESCHER 1946: 118-119, 123-125; WIPSZYCKA 1972:140-141.

114 QUIBELL 1912: Nes 261-262, 294.

115 Stand water was used to afford refreshment to worshippers after service in the church.

115 QUIBELL 1912: N°. 261.

116 QUIBELL 1912: N°. 261.

17 Monastic libraries had started since the beginning of the emergence of collective monasticism organized
by St. Pachomius, who urged the monks to read daily and made reading an essential thing in their lives;
HERMAN 2010: 328. https://www jstor.org/stable/25750346 Accessed on 5/05/2022.

118 STAIKOS 2007: 246.

119 67 1921: N*. 217; KOw 1960: N*.294.
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6. The title Oonosroc was carried by the Archangel Michael'®, who mentioned that he is the
trustworthy steward Michael, who manages well «avrve2o Tupovy suxa/l ne nnos
napywn  nnaTne  an nankag wuya/l  me  moonomoc  eTNP0T  eqoikOnOMrEr
ka2we»?, «anok  me  suycanl  moikoroswoc  NTuNTero  nNMmuyve  anok  suycanl
napyavvedoc »12 This title was also mentioned in the four gospels'?, f, where the god
described him as the honest and wise!?.

[FIGURE 4]: The Archangel Michael

«Miscellaneous Coptic texts in the dialect of Upper Egypt»
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL7154052M/Miscellaneous_Coptic_texts_in_the_dialect_of Upper_Egypt
Accessed on 28/04/2022.

D: The Owonossoc as a Treasurer'?

One of the most important responsibilities of the steward is to manage the treasury of
the monastery or the church, so that all valuables are under his hand. In this regard, Coptic
documents indicated the following;:

1. The lesser stewards were responsible to the church for the conserving precious objects,
especially the liturgical or sacred vessels'?, which were often of precious metal and of great
value. They had to be kept in the treasury, under the control of the steward'? .

2. The steward was also responsible for keeping the documents in the library of the monastery,

as he was undoubtedly the one in charge of organizing the archives «arcan
TCEILU)PEAC'TIKON alTaaq MTENEIWT TLETUICKOTIOC UNTTOIKONOLLOC TAPEC{KAAC{

120 Archangel Michael appeared bearing the title oixorostoc in many literary documents as in the church book of
Basilius and in Encomium of Theodosius Archbishop of Alexandria of the Archangel Michael.

121 KONIGLICHE MUSEEN ZU BERLIN 1904: N°. 1902,

122 BubGE 1915: 397, Fol.38b.

12 1 K.12:41-44.

124 Https://coptic-treasures.com/bible-book/new-testament/gospels/49-luke. Accessed on 7/05/2022.

125 The Greek documents stated that the treasury would be handed over to the responsible cleric who was
appointed as a manager; in P.Grenf. II 111.3 is expressly designated as npesButepog kat otkovopog (priests
and steward). SCHMELZ 2002: 93.

126 Impossibility of finding the vases of the church because of the death of the steward), appears in a story

told by the Synarair. BASSET 1924: 614-615.

126 W1PSzZYCKA 1972: 101,140.

127 Wipszycka 1972: 101,140.
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8"Tﬁ!ﬁ?\lw9HKH JLTTILONACTHPION E‘TO‘YAA&))lZS, <<ZOUP NaATA& CYILEWN E‘Y%OG_Q ETEC PO

NTeTaaq Nmcag aflpagast EMOIKONOLLOC NATA (W ANNHCH!,

[FIGURE 5]: Cupboards for keeping books in monasteries.

3. One of his most important duties as a treasurer was to keep the keys of the monastery and
the church in his secretariat, and when he was separated, the keys were taken from his hands
CTETHMNTIAINOYTE NEIWT... €TOYAAR cpar ncag €TRE TOKOMOMOC NTCYKTHPION
NTeAYIOC 1w antue NPeAN0 TapovnTy eBoA nTovAr NWowT NToOTYM!Y,

4. He was considered a trustworthy and trusty person so he appeared in many documents as
a witness®®! «+ anok  ama  1caaKk TIKONOILOC NN ATA copwn  NTTEPCIC B aByAwn
Fo wmunTpet I, CANTAPAKADE! NONKAI MAPTYPOC NAZIWMATIKOC AVEPUNTPETANOK
KWeCMa  TPECRYTEPOC ~ TEKONOMOC — NTHO6  NEKKAHCIA  TIOMNTPET+koAAoveoc

TPECBYTEPOC TEKONOLLOC MTNOE NIWT  TIOMMETPET » 13,

V. EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT AND FUNCTION OF OIKONOMOC
By the 4 century AD*, the function of the steward is well attested in monasteries and
churches!®. It can be said that this function has become a religious nature', as it
was a rule performed by a presbyter or deacon'”.The steward was one of the medical
personnel in early monastic communities'®, where he was one of those responsible for medical
organizations such as providing medical tools and food for sick monastics'®.
The 5% century AD', The steward was mentioned in many documents that show the
continuation of the religious nature of this function, we find the tasks of the steward in the 5%

128 KRU 1912: Ne.96.

129 Ep 1926: vol.2, N°. 397.

130 REVILLOUT 1900: 143, Ne 8.

131 MACCOWL 1994: Nes. 3- 4; BM 1905: Ne.51; BALL 1954: N'.116; KrRu 1912: N".75.

132 REVILLOUT 1876: N'.3, https://www.trismegistos.org/text/85277 Accessed on 4/05/2022

133 MACCOWL 1994: N° 4.

134 To talk about the steward in this period, we rely on what historians mentioned in the literary sources, as

the research didn’t find Coptic documents for this title dated at this period.

13¢ WIPSZYKA 1991: vol .4, 1825.

135 WIPSZYCKA 1991: vol.4,1825.

3¢ During the Greek era, this function had only an administrative nature.

137 WIPSCZYCKA 1991: vol.4,1825.

138 Since the early 4t century AD, the monastic leaders were responsible for keeping monastics as healthy as
possible. REHAB 2019.

139 CRISLIP 2005: 17, https://www jstor.org/stable/40005981 Accessed on 29/04/2022.

140 The council of Chalcedon of 451 AD sanctioned an already existing practice of the steward.
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century revolving around religious works, as he was responsible for baptism in the monastery
and providing the needs of worshipers after service in the church!. It was also mentioned in
literary documents that he had a role in dispensing ecclesiastical benevolence; he also was a
father to the orphans and widows!2.

The 6 century AD#, this period testifies to the beginning of the steward's involvement
in the economic and organizational work of the monasteries, where he was responsible for
providing the needs of the monastery and issuing many orders related to foodstuffs'*. He was
also entrusted with the charge of bursar in a church of Djeme, in the middle of the 6% century'*.

From the 7t to 9t century AD, the documents of this period show the multiplicity of the
tasks of the steward and the increase in its authority. The steward became the administrative
and legal representative and was responsible for all financial transactions of the monastery or
the church*, who hand to him over all the community work and demanding contacts with
the world, and he was considered one of the employees in a pagarchy as the organizational
structure'¥”. He also reached a great religious status!*, even the title oikonomoc was mentioned
in one of the literary documents as a title for the archangle Gabriel in the church book of
Basilius'¥. Finally, it can be said that the function of the steward has reached the height of its
prosperity and strength in this period, and this is confirmed by an ensemble of documents
pertaining to this period which reflects a shift in the meaning of the term oonosoc, which had
come to be used interchangeably with title npecRvTepoc!®in order to describe the abbot!! .

The 10 centuries AD™?, Wipszycka mentioned that the new meaning of the term
oonowmoc survived later on during the 10* century' .

11* centuries AD™, the Coptic documents dating from this period are generally few,
and we find the emergence of the term oiornosoc in this century represented as a title for
names of some people on stelae only'® .

This century can be considered the end of the appearance of the term oornoatoc, but its
function didn’t disappear, as the term orxorosoc, was replaced by the term «'AL-qwms>> in the
Arabic documents, who performed the same tasks'.

141 QUIBELL 1912: N%.261-262,294.

142 CRUM 1904: 97, 98.

143 The source of all documents of this period came from wadi sarga.

144 WS 1922: Nes.88- 89, 98, 110, 177, 178, 181, 188.

145 WIPSZYCKA 1972: 140.

146 There are many documents that explain this: CO 1902: Ne=.87-89,158,200,212; BALL 1954: Nes.177, 301; CPR

1985: vol.4, N.33,147,153; KRU 1912: Ne=. 78,80,89,91; KRALL 1895: Nes LXXV, LXXVI, MACCOWL 1994: 145,149.

147 HASITZKA 1987: N*.30.

148 EP 1926: vol.2, Nes.144, 162; BM 1905: 217.

149 KONIGLICHE MUSEEN ZU BERLIN 1904: N". 1902,

150 The steward held this title in many Coptic documents.

151 KRU 1912: Nes, 98,101; BUDGE 1915: 244, Fol.16b.

152 1t should be noted that the research didn’t find any Coptic documents for the steward's function dated to
this period.

153 WIPSZYCKA 1991: vol .4, 1826.

154 The use of Arabic as an official language prevailed.

155 O.BRIT.COPT 1905: vol.7.

156 'Al- Farid 1993: 247.
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VI. THE MOST FAMOUS STEWARDS IN THE COPTIC DOCUMENTS

The following table sumsup some information that can be drawn from the

Coptic documents about the most famous stewards were employed in the monasteries and

churches:
Name Date Provenance Publication
ATWAW
Yewpre Monastery QUIBELL 1912: Nes..203, 207, 232, 261-262,
N AVEIA 5th century of 295, 313.
Ko22oveoc Apa Jeremias
K~poc
BHNA
Enwy Monastery W5 1922: Nes, 86-87,89-,91,93,95- 96, 97,98,
IovcToc 6th -7th of 104, 110, 150, 177, 178, 181, 188, 192,
Naspov century Wadi Serga 376- 378.
IlannovyTe
CTedanoc
Topos of CRUM 1934: 78.
Twarnc 7t century Michael in
Armant
Monastery C0 1902: N-.158.
neeodpIAeT( 7t century of
Phoibammon
Twp anstuc 7th -8th Monastery KRu 1912: Ne:.18, 80, 89, 91- 92, 98, 100-
Kvprakoc century of 102,107,109.
Covpoc Phoibammon
7th -gth Monastery Kow 1960: N=.294.
OeoAwctoc | century of Mena
napoy 7th -8th Topos of CPR 1958: vol.4, N-.32.
century Markos
IMeTpoc 7th -8th Topos in VC: 1939 Ne.87.
century Thebes.
ABpagas Monastery EP 1926: vol.2, Nes, 144, 397.
8th century of
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AKTOYAPIOC Epiphanius
Monastery C0O 1902: Ne.223.
BreTwp 8th century of
Phoibammon
Topos of CPR 1958: vol.2, N2.54; KRALL 1895: N".LIL.
Aanmm 8t century Psohéar in
Schmfin.
Monastery of BALL: N*.167, 177.
€rcak 8th century Dair al-
Bala'izah
€2ncatoc | 8t century Topos in O. BRIT. COPT 1905: LXXII.
Antonuos.
TovcTa 8t century Topos in CPR 1958: vol.4, N".153.
Thebes.
Monastery REVILLOUT 1876: N'3.
Icaax 8th century of
jeremias in
Memphis
Ko22o0veo( 8t century Topos in Co 1902: N".405.
Thebes.
ISCAHD 8th century Church of O. BRIT. CoPT 1905: XLVIL
St. Victor
Ilapowo 8t century Unknown CPR1958: vol.4, N°.147.
Church or monast{ CO 1902: N".51.
Ca2we 8th century of
Apa Faustus
Kwcua 9th century Monastery MACCOWL 1994: 145, 149, 153.
IMavy2oc of
Apa Apollo

[TABLE 2]: Done by the researcher.
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VII. CONCLUSION

The Copts used the term O:konosroc to express a job title for an ecclesiastical or monastic
functionary. It cannot be considered a religious or honoraty title, but whoever holds this title
is considered a representative of the church or monastery, and it is worth noting that this job
was limited to men only.

The linguistic use of the title Oikonomoc in Coptic documents can be dated from the
beginning of the 5th century AD to the 11th century AD, and it is noted that it was more
common in the period between the 7th -9th centuries AD, which indicates that the function of
Oikonomoc became of great and fundamental importance in the Egyptian churches in this
period.

The steward was chosen from among the clergy by the bishop, and in most monasteries
and churches this position was held by one person each. But, it was noticed that in the rich
monasteries and churches, sometimes two or three person were appointed to take over, and
each of them was assigned to manage a separate part from the other. In addition, some
documents indicate that one steward was appointed to more than a church at the same time
which indicates the existence of financial and administrative links between the churches.

The study shows that there was a gradation in the function of the steward, which
mentioned the chief steward, general steward, assistant and lesser steward.

The research reached to determine the responsibilities and functions that were carried
out by the Stewards, which reveal many aspects of the organization of the monasteries, and
bespeak a sophisticated legal culture on the part of the Copts in the period from the 7th to the
11th century AD.

The functions of the steward were very extensive. He had the upper hand over the
monastic administration, as he was a high financial official with all financial transactions and
his authority is also asserted on the monastery treasury, in addition to his religious duties, and
in several documents dated to the 7th -9th centuries. The steward almost always appears as
the legal representative of the convent and in his name sings contracts, accepts donations and
consecrated children to the convent.

The study of this function reveals many aspects of the life of the Copts, which are:
Monasteries and churches had great economic independence for through their resources,
which were managed by the steward. Monasteries and churches had an active role in the economic
activities of the Copts outside the monastery, which appeared in lending, providing job opportunities
and providing foodstuffs.
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