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NEW LIGHTS ON A RARE ABBASID DIRHAM
IN THE NAME OF THE CALIPH HARUN AL-RASID
MINTED IN AL-MUHAMMADIYA, 173 AH

By

Othman Salama Attia
Lecturer at Islamic Department, Faculty of Archaeology, Luxor University, Egypt

ABSTRACT
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[EN] This paper sheds light on a rare Abbasid dirham minted in al-Muhammadiya, dated 173 AH,
with the name of the Abbasid Caliph Hartin al-Rasid, Yahya, and Bahlil. This dirham was published, but
previous studies addressed its inscriptions only without analysis to identify the nature and the truth of
the names of the two personalities «Yahya and Bahliil», whose names were inscribed on this dirham. This
paper also identifies the function that empowered them to inscribe their names next to the name of the
Caliph Haran al-RaSid on that dirham. Researchers in the field of numismatics have differed in
determining their identity, which will be illustrated through this paper based on discussion, study, and
analysis. The paper discusses what historical sources mentioned about these persons to identify what the
sources neglected to mention intentionally or unintentionally. Studying this dirham is highly important,
as it makes it possible to reconsider the sequence of the governors of al-Rayy prepared by Zambaur in his
lexicon. Coins help reveal historical facts that were not easy to obtain. This paper adopted the descriptive
analytical approach for this dirham in terms of the general form and inscriptions to identify the

accompanying historical aspects to be an addition to a new vision for Islamic coins, especially the
Abbasid coins in the era of the Caliph Hartin al-Rasid.

KEYWORDS: Islamic coins, Abbasid dirham, Hartin al-Rasid, Yahya, Bahlil, al-Muhammadiya, 173 AH.
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NEW LIGHTS ON A RARE ABBASID DIRHAM IN THE NAME OF THE CALIPH HARUN AL-RASID
MINTED IN AL-MUHAMMADIYA, 173 AH

[.INTRODUCTION

Islamic coins are one of the main sources concerned with studying history,
archaeology, and Islamic civilization. They help reveal historical facts neglected by
ancient historical sources and modern scientific studies can be reached, as they are a
type of official document. They are also an important statement of actual power, which

every ruler was keen to take right after assuming power'.

Islamic coins play a prominent historical role in political life, as they provided
the names of caliphs, kings, sultans, princes, ministers, governors of regions, and others.
By classifying coins, researchers can obtain lists of countries, families, and ruling
dynasties in the Islamic world to adjust the history of their rule with precision and
perfection”.

This paper presents a study of a rare Abbasid dirham, minted in al-Muhammadiya,
dating back to 173 AH, with the name of the Abbasid Caliph Hartn al-Rasid, Yahya,
and Bahlul. This dirham was published by some researchers in the field of numismatics.
For example, Stanley Lane Poole published it in his catalgue of coins of the Eastern
Caliphate under N2.193°, George C. Miles published it in his book on the numismatic
history of Rayy under N2.37A", and Wadad al-Qazzaz published it in her study of the
Abbasid dirham in the time of Hartin al-Rasid under N2.6/7945°. It was also discussed
by Abu al-Farag al-‘u$ in his book on the Arabic and Islamic coins preserved in the
National Museum of Qatar under N©1643°. Nicholas Lowick and Elizabeth Savage
referenced it in their book on early Abbasid coins under N°16837, and Ahmad Tony
Rostom published it in his dissertation on Iranian silver coins in the first and the second
Abbasid periods®. The dirham was published by Hassan Abed Al-Zayoud in his
dissertation on the coins of Hartn al-Rasid °. Rowaida Raaft Al-Nabarawi published

two models for this dirham in her dissertation on the coins of al-Muhammadiya under
Nes.31 & 321, In addition, other studies published this dirham.

However, the aforementioned studies discussed the identity of these two
personalities, «Yahya and Bahlul», whose names were mentioned in the inscriptions of
this dirham but did not find a clue. This study aims to identify these persons to discover
the role they played in the reign of Hartun al-Rasid, a point that previous studies did not
specify in detail.

1 AL-NABARAWI 2000: 5; MANSOUR 2008:19.
% AL-°US 1984: 10; MANSOUR 2008 :118.

3 LANE POOLE 1875: vol.1, 76 [193]
4+ MILES 1938: 55[73A].

5 AL-QAZZAZ 1965: 195 [6/7945].

6 AL-“US 1984: 388 [1643]

7LOWICK 1996: 198 [1683].

8 ROSTOM 2002: 127.

9 AL-ZAYUD 2010: 446 [466].

Y RAAFAT 2015: 55, 56 [31-32].
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II. HARUN AL-RASID (170-193 AH / 786-808 A.D)

Abu Ja'far Haran b. Muhammad b. Abdallah b. Muhammad b."Ali b. ‘Abdullah
b.al-‘Abbas al-Hashimi, the fifth Abbasid caliph!’. Hartin al-Rasid was born in al-Rayy
in 148 AH/665 AD™. He assumed the caliphate in 170 AH /786 AD®.

His age when he was in charge of the caliphate was twenty-one or twenty-two,
according to some researchers!* He stayed in power until he died at the age of forty-
five'® in 193 AH/808 AD'. Thus, the period of his caliphate was twenty-three years".

III.DESCRIPTIVE STUDY «GENERAL SHAPE»

The type of this dirham is characterized by double concentric linear circles
surrounding the inscriptions on the obverse. The outer circle is touched by three
circular rings. Between each of these rings are two small circles, while the inscriptions
of the reverse field came within two concentric linear circles. The legends of the reverse
margin are surrounded by a linear circle, and all the reverse inscriptions are
surrounded by a linear circle. The legends of the field of the obverse come in three
parallel lines, while the legend of the field of the reverse appears in six parallel lines.
Both obverse and reverse legends are inscribed in simple Kufic epigraphy, as follows
[FIGURE 1]:

Obverse Reverse
o=
Yy Jossy daza
Field, within a sutom g <l ) o il
double circle o by 2y s dele
RREPRPS
Jske
Obv. margin within a double circle Rev. margin within a circle
2l i pacaly yal] 13 s i sy | 095501 0,5 515 45 cll e oyl 3203 00 sebelly oyl il Sy dama
dag Gy

11 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 230; AL-DAHABI 1982: vol.9, 286; IBN AL-HAYAT 1995: 447; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2,
1558.

12 BN AL- 'ATIR 1987: vol.5, 277; ABU HALIL 1999:15.

13 The night al-Rashid assumed the caliphate's throne was described as a miraculous night. It was a
witness to the death of a caliph, the pledge of allegiance to a caliph, and the birth of a caliph. In it, al-
Hadi died, al-Rashid became caliph, and al-Ma’'mun was born. There was no night in history in which a
caliph was born, a caliph died, and a caliph pledged allegiance. That's why some called it the night of
the caliphs. See: IBN AL-GWZI 1992: vol.8, 320; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1538; AL-ZAYUD 2010:18; RAAFAT
2015: 217.

14 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 345; IBN AL-"ATIR 1987: vol.5, 277; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1562.

15 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 345; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1565.

16 IBN AL-GWZT 1992: vol.9, 231-232; IBN AL- ATIR 1987: vol.5, 352; IBN AL-HAYAT 1995: 460.

17 [BN AL- "ATIR 1987: vol.5, 354; IBN AL-GWZI 1992: vol.9, 232.
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24
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[FIGURE 1]: Abbasid dirham of Hariin al-Rasid, minted in al-Muhammadiya in 173 AH,
W. (2, 82G), D. (24 mm) *®

ILLUSTRATION OF THE ABOVE DIRHAM ©done by the researcher

18 A rare Abbasid dirham in the name of Harin al-Rashid, minted in al-Muhammadiya in 173 AH, W.
(2,83 G), D.(24 mm). LANE POOLE 1875: vol.1, 76 [193], MILES 1938: 55[73A]; AL-QAZzZAZ 1965:
195[6/7945]; AL-US 1984: 388 [1643], LOWICK 1996:198[1683]; AL-ZAYUD 2010: 446[466]; ZENO: Nr2. 83932.
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IV. ANALYTICAL STUDY

Obverse Inscriptions

Field: It is clear from the inscriptions of this dirham that Sahada was inscribed in
the obverse field: «aJ ub,s ¥ susy «ll ¥) o) ¥» « There is no god has the right to be
worshipped but Allah alone, Who has no partner ». Sahada represents the first pillar
of the Islamic faith, without which one’s Islam is not correct and upright. It is
inscribed in the field of the obverse due to its importance, for it is the basis of the
belief of Muslims, in general.

The first one inscribed Sahada as above is the Caliph Abd al-Malik b. Marwan,
on a pure Islamic style coinage in 77 AH/ 696 AD. It was inscribed in three
consecutive and parallel lines in the inscriptions of the field of the obverse of dinars
and dirhams?.

Margin: The inscriptions of the obverse margin begin with a part of the basmalla
as follows «iil gus» «In the name of Allah». The basmalla is followed by « ga,ul lia oz
«this dirham was minted». Then, the name of the mint was inscribed as follows:
«hpraaally «in al-Muhammadiya» followed by the date of minting «4diay Cpmamy &l diw »
«173».

The City of al-Muhammadiya «The Mint»:

It was known in the past as the city of al-Rayy. It was known in ancient Greece as
'Rhages™. It was located at the northeastern tip of Jibal province?!, now found south of
Tehran?2. The Abbasid Caliph Muhammad al-Mahdi b. al-Mansur 158-169AH/775-785
AD built the city of al-Rayy during his father’s caliphate, surrounded it with a trench,
and built a mosque. He completed its landmarks in 158 AH/774AD and named it al-
Muhammadiya after him*. The city of al-Rayy was renamed the city of al-
Muhammadiya during the era of the Abbasid Caliphate?’. It became the largest mint in
Jibal region of Iran. Al-Rayy appeared on the coins from 21 AH to 148 AH. Then, its
name was changed to al-Muhammadiya. Al-Muhammadiya mint was engraved on the
coinage from 148 AH to 407 AH, except for some coins that were minted in 148 AH, 168
AH, and 179 AH and appeared with the name al-Rayy. Then, the name of al-Rayy was
rewritten on the coins from 407 AH to 733 AH, except for 429 AH, when the name of al-

19 MANSOUR 2008: 473-474; ABU ZAID 2008: vol.18, 109.

20 LESTRING 1954: 249.

21 Jibal region: It was a vast region in the northeast of Iraq. It included the region northwest of Iran. It was
known as Kurdistan for the first time in the 6th H./ 12th G. century. This region includes Hamadan,
Isfahan, Dinour, Qom, and al-Rayy. The name of Jibal was changed after the middle of the 5th H./11 G.
century and became known as Iraq Al-Ajam to distinguish it from Iraq or Iraq al-Arab. Al-Maqdisi said
about it: « ¢lee] dutadll 5,5SI1s (oldeay bl gl 4» J1bal was divided between Arabs and Persians before Islam.
For more information, see: AL- MAQDISI 1991: vol.2, 384, OTHMAN 2010: 27-28; AL-HDRIBIK N.D: 36,
LESTRING 1954: 249.

2 SHAMMA 1995: 293.

5 AL-QAZZAZ 1965:169; SHAMMA 1995: 293; RAAFAT 2015: 23.

** BAQIR 1976: vol.7, 169; ALBUM 2011: 63.
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Muhammadiya was inscribed on the coins minted in 429 AH?». Coins of all types were
minted in it, including the dirham under study, as there is a type of dinar known as al-
Muhammadiya’s dinars. Those dinars were minted by Ja‘far b. Yahya al-Barmaki
during the reign of Hartin al-Rasid and named al-Muhammadiya’s dinars attributed to
this city?. The city of al-Rayy « al-Muhammadiya » was the first Islamic mint for which
a detailed study was prepared under the title «The Numismatic History of Rayy » by
George C. Miles in 1938%.

Reverse Inscriptions:

Field: In the field of the reverse of that dirham risala «dil Jgu, we=e» «Muhammad is

the Messenger of Allah» was inscribed. This phrase refers to the acknowledgment of the
message of Prophet Muhammad. The Abbasids inscribed risala to remind people of
their kinship with the Messenger of Allah. Also, the inscription of risala represents a
message to the al- Twyyn al-sy ‘ah (Alawites) who involved Abbasids in their struggle
against the Umayyads that the caliphate passed to their cousins, the family of the
Messenger of Allah, so they should accept and acknowledge the rule of the Abbasids?.
Then, this was followed by the phrase «plus 4.le 44 o» « Prayers and Blessings of Allah
be upon him».

This phrase appeared for the first time on Islamic coins during the era of the
Abbasid Caliph Muhammad al-Mahdi in 159 AH/775 AD%. On the fifth line of the

reverse field, the name of Hartin al-Rasid was inscribed as follows:«uws i 2adstl » «Caliph
al- Rashid ».

Yahya’'s name was inscribed at the top of the reverse field «g=» «Yahya», and at
the bottom of the field of the reverse was the name «Js¢» «Bahlul», which is the focus
of discussion in the following parts of this study.

Margin: In the margin of the reverse, the Qur’anic quote from Surat al-Tawbah «v.
33» or Surat al- Saff «v. 9» was inscribed:

€084l 05 515 4l () e 0 laed Goudl 239 Gl syl all Sy oz
« Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. He who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth to manifest it over all religion, although those who
associate others with Allah dislike it. ».

This quotation represents the second pillar of the Islamic faith, indicating that
Prophet Muhammad, «Prayers and Blessings of Allah be upon him», is the last of the
prophets and messengers and the beholder of the true religion that Allah manifests over
all other religions and beliefs, even if the unbelievers and haters dislike his message®.

* BAQIR 1976: vol.7, 169.

26 ZWAIN 2016: vol.3, 158.

27 ZAMBAUR 1968: 129.

28 MAANSOUR 2008: 68.

29 SHAMMA 1995: 293; MANSOUR 2008: 68.
30 MANSOUR 2008: 62-63.
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V. IDENTIFICATION OF « = » «YAHYA» AND « Jgl: » (BAHLUL), WHOSE
NAMES WERE REGISTERED ON THE REVERSE FIELD INSCRIPTIONS

Firstly: Identification of the Name « = » «Yahya» Registered Above the Reverse
Field Inscriptions:

The name Yahya was registered above the reverse field inscriptions, as previously
mentioned. So, who is Yahya, who was mentioned here? Before we start identifying the
personality of Yahya, whose name is inscribed on the dirham... understudy, we must first
point out that all types of coinage witnessed an important development under Caliph Hartn
al-Rasid, where rulers of provinces and states also registered their names on the coins®'.
Accordingly, the names of governors appeared on gold, silver, and copper coins®. al-Magqrizi
mentioned that Caliph al-Rasid was the first to stop personally supervising the minting of
coins, entitling the governors of the provinces and the rulers to undertake this task®, contrary
to what was prevalent, as the caliphs themselves checked the minting process before Caliph al-
Rasid *. In this regard, al-Maqrizi says:

Pl iy Gyl e 3l Galgn alid cpe elabiell o <Aty sleall 8ydlea (oo adys Raals Jof ady ) o gylag »

It is worth noting that there were many important personalities known by the name
«Yahya» during the reign of Hartin al-Rasid. Abu al-Farag al-‘u$ mentioned three of them, but
there was a mistake by Abu al-Farag al-‘us, when he mentioned Yahya b. Halid al-Barmakj,
Yahya b. Dawtud b. Mamdud and Yahya b. Sa’'id al-Harashi. It was found that Yahya b.
Dawad b. Mamdid and Yahya b. Sa'id al-HrSy is the same person, while Abu al-Farag al-‘us
referred to them as two different persons, so two of them will be mentioned, not three, as Abu
al-Farag al-‘u$ said, namely:

3 MANSOUR 2004:192.

32 For example, Ali’s name was inscribed on dinars in 170 AH and 171 AH. He was Ali b. Suleiman, the
governor of Egypt in 169-171 AH. Musa’s name appeared on dinars in 171 and 172 AH. He was Musa b.
Issa. b. Muhammad, the governor of Egypt in 171-172 AH/ 787-788 AD. Dawuid’s name on dinars in 174
AH, 175 AH. He was Dawid b. Yazyd bin Hatim al-Mahlby 174-175 AH/790-791 A.D. The same applies
to the dirhams, where the rulers of the provinces inscribed their names on the dirhams multiplied in
their states, such as Asad b. Yazid b. Mazyad, the governor of Armenia and Mosul, whose name
appeared on the dirhams in 185 AH and 186 AH and on the Aran dirhams from 183 A.H to 186 AH.
Dawiid’s name appeared on the dirhams. He was Dawiid bin Hatim al-Mahlby, the governor of Ifrigiya
and Sindh and other rulers who registered their names on coinage during the reign of al-Rashid. See
MANSOUR 2004: vol.1, 192, 203; AL-ZAYUD 2010:163, 164,170,185,192,202.

3 MANSOUR 2004: vol.1, 192.

3 A1-QAZZAZ 1965:167; AL-MAQRIZI 1998 :165.

35 AL-MAQRIZI 1998:165.
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e Yahya b. Halid al-Barmaki: He was the governor of Azerbaijan 158-161 AH/ 774-777
AD. Then, he became the tutor of Caliph Hartn al-Rasid in 161AH/777A.D. After that,
he became in charge of the Correspondence Office «Diwan al-Rasael» in 163AH/
779AD, then assumed the position of Al-Rasid’s vizier®.

e Yahya b. Sa‘id al-HrSy: He was the governor of Tabaristan, Royan, and Gorgan in
166AH/782AD%, then Armenia in 179AH/795 AD?3. After that, he ruled Mosul in 180-
182AH/ 796-798 AD¥ , then Jibal in 184-189AH/800-804 AD*.

Although many persons were called Yahya during Hartn al-Rasid’s rule who
assumed important positions, Abt al-Farag al-“u$ did not mention. For example, Yahya
b. Sulaym was a scribe during the reign of Hartin al-Rasid 4. Yahya b. Aban’s name
appeared on fils dated 181 AH, but the history books did not refer to his job, and we did
not find a governor in the name of Yahya b. Aban, so it is most likely that he was the
mint supervisor. The same is true for Yahya b. Qumous, whose name appeared on fils
minted in Ramla in 190 AH*. However, the history books did not refer to his job, and
we did not find a governor in this name during Hartin al-Rasid’s rule, so most likely, he
was in charge of the mint at that time, along with other people named Yahya during
Hartn al-Rasid’s reign®.

When George C. Miles and Abt al-Farag al-°us published this dirham, they said that «
Yahya » referred to Yahya b. Halid al-Barmaksi, the vizier of Caliph Hartuin al-Rasid #. Abu al-
Farag al-‘u$ mentioned that he was in favor of considering Yahya to be Yahya al-Barmaki, as
the honorary governor, besides being the vizier of Caliph Hartin al-Rasid #. Still, Abu al-Farag
al-°us didn’t present any scientific justifications confirming his conclusion. He only mentioned
that Yahya here was Yahya al-Barmaki because of the powers granted to him by Harun al-
Rasid that allowed him to inscribe his name on the coins*. According to another researcher,
Yahya here referred to Abu Salih Yahya b. Sa‘id al-HrSy ¥, but the researcher did not also
provide any evidence or any reasons to support his statement. In the following parts of this
study, we try to add a new vision by presenting historical sources and recent studies to verify
Yahya's name.

3 ZAMBAUR 1980: 13; AL-°US 1984: vol.1, 347, 388.

37 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 163; AL- ATIR 1987: vol.5, 254.

38 ZAMBAUR 1980: 273; AL-°US 1984: vol.1, 347.

3 IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 311; AL'AZDY 2007: vol.1, 517; MISKAWEYA D.T: vol.3, 222.

WAL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 272; IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 321; IBN HALDUN 2000: vol.3, 286.

41 IBN AL-HAYAT 1995: 456; AL-ZAYOUD 2010: 41-42.

42 AL-ZAYOUD 2010 :199.

# Among the personalities with the name Yahya during the reign of Hartin al-Rashid, we do not have
enough space to mention them, e.g., Yahya b. Saad al-Saadi, Yahya b. Zakaria b. Abi Zaida, Yahya b. Al-
Yaman, and Yahya b. Bishr b. Hajwan Al-Harithi, Yahya Al-Harithi was one of the governors of Kiifa in
the era of Al-Rashid. See: IBN AL-HAYAT 1995: 295, 302, 304,306.

44 MILES 1938: 55; AL-"US 1984: vol.1, 388.

% [t was customary in the Abbasid era for the governor to stay in Baghdad and send another person to act
on his behalf. Most of these governors were from the Abbasid dynasty. See: AL-°US 1984: vol.1, 388.

46 AL-“US 1972: 97.

47 AL-ZAYOUD 2010: 182.
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It is most likely that Yahya, whose name is inscribed on the dirham understudy, is
not Yahya al-Barmaki, as Abu al-Farag al-°u$ and others said, for several reasons
mentioned below:

The First Reason: We did not find any explicit or general indication in historical sources
or modern references confirming that Yahya al-Barmaki inscribed his name on coins. In
contrast, historical sources mentioned that Gafar and al-Fadl, the sons of Yahya al-Barmaki
minted coins with their names*. al-Magqrizi mentioned that when Hartun al-Rasid granted
Ga‘far b. Yahya the right to mint coins and supervise the minting process, Gafar b. Yahya
inscribed his name on dinars and dirhams in madinat al-salam and al-Muhammadiya. Al-
Magqrizi said:

Sandl gom o pdan SISl el p Il G g)la e Leld »
Bl SLall e @yl e Batazelly Sl Ay dosel S

It is well known that the direct supervision of coinage, especially dinars, was for the
caliph alone®. The Caliph al-Rasid was the first to stop personally supervising the coinage.
Therefore, Gasfar b. Yahya al-Barmaki was the first to have the honor of supervising the
minting of coins on behalf of the caliph, according to al-Magqriz:

I3 OISy «puiily Lty paly ! slee & laill Oglgns ald (o elaliell S cdudin slaad) 8pilin (oo 20y Aaeds Jol sl G 95lag »
eadd oy By o (0% 50 5 (el (om0 phaz el 093 Lo

So, al-Rasid ordered that the name of Ga‘far b. Yahya al-Barmaki be written on dinars and
dirhams in madinat al-salam and in al-Muhammadiya, as Gacfar b. Yahya al-Barmaki was a
close friend of the Caliph Haran al-Rasid more than anyone else®, which enabled him to
obtain all these privileges, including minting the coins in his name and supervising the
minting process, which was one of the most important tasks of the Caliph. al-Gihyari spoke
about the friendship of al-Ra$id and Gacfar, as follows:

Tyl rn yily el il g pui¥) IS il g (s dele audd ¥ yls o Bunad Bule adyll e yaan g
Thus, it is clear that Gafar b. Yahya al-Barmaki was the first to have the honor of
supervising the minting of coins on behalf of the caliph, according to al-Maqrizi.

Based on the afromentioned, it is more likely that Gacfar was the first Barmakid vizier
who registered his name on the coins during the reign of Harun al-Rashid and not his father,
Yahya al-Barmaki.

The same is true for al-Fadl b. Yahya al-Barmaki, who inscribed his name on coins. al-
Magrizi also mentioned that when the Caliph al-Amin b. Hartin al-Rasid, charged al-Abbas b.

48 For examples of coins with the name of Gasfar and al-Fadl, sons of Yahya al-Barmaki, see: MILES 1938:
67-81[80E, 81C, 82A, 83A, 83D, 83C, 83B, 84, 84c]; LOWICK 1996:174-192 [1292, 1294,1302,1308]; AL-°US
1984: vol.1, 378 & beyond[1614, 1632, 1663,1673, 1705, 1710, 1736, 1738]; KAZAN 1983: 221-227 [88, 90, 92,
93, 94, 98, 100, 115, 120]; AL-ZAYOUD 2010: 295 & beyond [24, 27, 30, 33, 36, 39, 43, 46, 48].

4 AL-MAQRIZI 1998:165.

5 MANSOUR 2004:193

"' AL-MAQRIZI 1998:165; AL-DOURY1997: 126.

52 AL-GIHSYARI 1938 :189.
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al-Fadl b. al-Rabie with the minting process, he inscribed at the top of dinars and dirhams the
phrase «aul 4,» «My Lord is Allah» and at the bottom «Jaall ¢ wbadi» «Al-Abbas b. al-Fadl»:

ob2) shaadl el 8Ll § i a1 o il o ool J) oyt 295 smd e )11 95l (o ¥l al OIS 3 »
e (il o obead]) bl o (<

We did not find any reference by al-Magqrizi or other historians that Yahya al-Barmaki
minted coins and registered his name on them. If he exercised this right and registered his
name on the coins, historical sources and modern references would mention, as they did with
his two sons Gacfar and Al-Abbas b. al-Fadl.

The Second Reason: al-Tabari and al—Gihéyéri mentioned in the events of 170 AH /786 AD
that al-Rasid appointed Yahya b. Halid as vizier and told him:

Zegile e sadl aaly iy oo Jaatuoly cslguall e 65 Loy 213 & pSLo el e (o dizmys g Aue ) yol cliuds U3 »

ibn Haldun mentioned in this regard:
P dSLh yaal dl] (293 s s gt Ayl Jo Ledd »

According to al-Tabari, al-Gih3yari, and Tbn Haldun’s words, the Caliph Hariin al-Rasid
delegated Yahya al-Barmaki in all matters related to his affairs. The Caliph also delegated him
to appoint whoever he deemed appropriate from the judges and governors of the provinces
and states, as well as the mint supervisors, their assistants, and others. Yahya al-Barmaki was
in charge of all the matters to the extent that Caliph Hartin al-Rasid gave him his own seal and
then the seal of the Caliphate that Yahya al-Barmaki became the most influential person in the
state affairs®. al-Rasid assigned Yahya b. Halid with the subject’s affairs to rule fairly and to
eliminate injustice and oppression. Al Rashid was aware of the magnitude of the responsibility
and believed that he might deviate from the right path if he undertook it alone. He, therefore,
engaged Yahya with this responsibility to govern with justice and equity, sharing this
responsibility with him, as he feared that he might become confused and forget the affairs of
his subjects, causing the wrath of God. Hartn al-Rasid’s action is considered the first step
towards task delegation so that the Caliph would not be unilaterally in charge of all matters of
the state™.

Thus, and in view of his preoccupation with the affairs of the state, Yahya al-
Barmaki might not be interested in registering his name on the coins. Possibly, he gave
up this right and assigned it to the governors of the provinces, their assistants, and the
mint supervisors, that right which, if he had wished to have, the governors of the
provinces would do it at once, given his high position in the state at that time, but he
might refuse to exercise the right of minting coins in his name.

5 AL-MAQRIZI 1998:166.

54 AL-GIHSYARI 1938: 177; AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 233; AL-DOURY 1997:106; AL-WAKEEL 1998:194.
55 IBN HALDUN 2000: vol.3, 280; IBN AL OMRANI1999: 75.

56 HASSAN 1996: vol. 2, 212.

57 AL-WAKEEL 1998: 195.
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Moreover, Yahya al-Barmaki was an ascetic vizier in worldly matters and might
not be interested in registering his name on dinars and dirhams, confirming his
asceticism, as reported by al- "Asma’i when he said:

e Goay o Lcdy (B gl Liled oy Llg ciyle JUIg «Jgs Liutll : gy (qoms Cera »

Also, according to Ibn Katir, Ya hya al-Barmaki used to tell his sons:

A ¥ Ll L 154500 0yl 1319 <53 Y Leld Lo 19843l Lol s 13) »

As Ibn Katir said about Yahya al-Barmaki:
Ly goles A ol Lo JBT 81, 589 3oyl § Jilao allae 15] o8 »

The Third Reason: If we presume that according to Abt al-Farag al-‘us and others, that
Yahya whose name was inscribed on the dirham understudy, is Yahya al-Barmaki, even if he
is an honorary governor besides being a vizier as mentioned by Abu al-Farag al-‘us ¢, then
why did his name appeared on this dirham minted in 173 AH and did not appear after that on
the coins minted during al-Rashid’s rule? Yahya al-Barmaki assumed the vizier’s position in
the first year of Al-Rashid’s rule and for seventeen years. Inscribing his name on this dirham
then stopped to inscribe his name on the coins after 173 AH, which was uncommon for viziers
but more so for governors and their subordinates. The mint of this dirham was al-
Muhammadiya. So, why the name of Yahya al-Barmaki appeared only on al-Muhammadiya
dirham? This is a matter uncommon for viziers as well. If the intended person is Yahya al-
Barmaki, as some believed, his name would appear on all or most coins minted during his
vizierial tenure. Also, it would have been better for his name to appear on the coins minted in
the metropolis, the center of government and the caliphate, Baghdad, and not on the coins of
only a city or a state affiliated to the Abbasid Caliphate.

The Fourth Reason: If we presume that Yahya al-Barmaki registered his name on the
coins and given his high position in the Abbasid Caliphate, would it not be better for him to
register his name on the gold coins «dinars», the most widespread and the highest in value,
and not on silver coins «dirhams» only? However, as far as I know, no gold coins with the
name of Yahya al-Barmaki have been revealed yet

On the other hand, it is more likely that Yahya, whose name was inscribed on
this dirham, refers to Yahya b. Sa‘id al-HrSy, who was the governor of Armenia in 179
AH/795 AD®%, then the governor of Mosul in 180AH/796AD®, and after that, the
governor of Jibal in 184-189 AH/800-804 AD®. Many reasons made us suggest that
Yahya, whose name is inscribed on the dirham understudy, is Yahya b. Sa‘id al-Hrsy as
follows:

38 AL-GIHSYART 1938 :203; AL-ZAHABT 1982: vol.9, 88; IBN HALLIKAN 1977: vol.6, 221.

5 TBN HALLIKAN 1977: vol.6, 226; AL-WAKEEL 1998: 231; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1558.

& IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1558.

*! AL-°U$ 1984: vol.1, 388.

62 ZAMBAUR 1980: 273, AL-°US 1984: vol.1, 347.

6 IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 311; AL'AZDY 2007: vol.1, 517; MISKAWEYA D.T: vol.3, 222.
#4AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 272; IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 321; IBN HALDUN 2000: vol.3, 286.
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The First Reason: According to Zambaur, Yahya b. Sa‘id al-Hrsy was the
governor of al-Rayy «al-Muhammadiya», as he did not refer to any authority that Yahya
al-Barmaki assumed in this city®. If Yahya al-Barmaki assumed al-Rayy as the honorary
governor, as mentioned by Abu al-Farag al-“us, Zambaur would indicate that.

The Second Reason: Zambaur mentioned that Yahya al-Hrsy’s mandate for al-

Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» was in 184-189 AH/800-804A.D. However, Abu al-Farag al-‘us
mentioned that the period of Yahya al-Harashi’'s rule of al-Muhammadiya «al-Rayy»
during the years 184-189 AH/800-804AD was inappropriate®. Therefore, perhaps Ya hya
al-HrSy was the governor of al-Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» during the same period in
which Yahya’s name appeared on al-Muhammadiya dirhams, where Yahya's name
appeared on dirham minted in al-Muhammadiya, dated in 172 AH [FIGURE 2] and
again on the other dirham minted in al-Muhammadiya as well, dated in 173 AH
[FIGURE 1]¥. Still, historians did not refer to that authority. So, al-Muhammadiya
dirhams reflect the true reality. Naturally, the name of the ruler is registered on the
coins during his tenure and not after.

65 ZAMBAUR 1980: 70

66 AL-°US 1983: vol.1, 347.

¢7 Such as the coins with the name Yahya, minted in al-Muhammadiya in 172 AH and in 173 AH. See:
MILES 1938: 55 [72E, 73A]; LOWICK 1996: 198, [1676, 1683]; AL-‘US 1984: vol.1, 388-389 [1642,1643];
RosTtoM 2002: 124,127; AL-ZAYOUD 2010:182 [460-461, 466].
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[FIGURE 2]: Abbasid dirham of Hariin al-Rasid, minted in al-Muhammadiya in 172 AH, W.
(3,1G), D. (24,5 mm)®8

©Done by the researcher

®AL-QAZZAZ 1965:195[4/7945], ABU AL-FARAG AL-CUS 1984: 388 [1642], LOWICK 1996:198 [1676], AL-
ZAYOUD 2010 :446 [466], ZENO Nr°. 249984.
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According to the previous suggestion, Ya hya al-HrSy was the governor of al-
Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» in the same period in which Yahya’s name appeared on al-
Muhammadiya dirhams in (172-173AH). Based on the coinage, historical sources, and
modern references, the periods of some governors’ rule of al-Rayy that Zambaur

mentioned can be modified, specifically the period of Sacd mawli al-Mahdr’s rule.

Zambaur mentioned that the mandate of Sad for al-Rayy was between 166 to 176
AH®. According to Zambaur, the dirham understudy was in the period of Sad’s rule of
al-Muhammadiya, although this study gives another suggestion depending on the

following;:

o The historians mentioned that Sacd was the governor of al-Rayy in 166 AH,
without clarifying if he continued as a governor of al-Rayy after 166 AH"".

e Miles published a dirham with the name Sad, dated 168 AH’?>, meaning that
Sa‘d continued as al-Ray governor until 168 AH.

e After 168 AH, there is no indication in historical sources or modern references
confirming that Sad continued as a governor of al-Muhammadiya «al-Rayy».

e No coin with the name of Sad after 168 AH, minted in al-Muhammadiya — as far

as I know- has been found.

These reasons prompted the researcher to reconsider the sequence of the governors

of al-Rayy, prepared by Zambaur, to be as follows:

Scad mawli al-Mahdi (according to Mils’s dirham) 166 -168 AH
...... ?........  (Perhaps Sad continued as a governor of al-Rayy) 169-171 AH
Ya hya al-Hrsy (According to our suggestion) 172-173 AH

S S, 174-176 AH

[TABLE 1]: done by the researcher

6 ZAMBAUR 1968: 70.

70 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 163; IBN AL-GWZI 1992: vol.8, 286.
71 MIILES 1938: 48.

72 MILES 1938: 47 [68E].
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The Third Reason: al-Tabari and others, when discussing the events of 184 AH,
mentioned the following:

73«J.,.7;Jl ooyl (o9 il @ld | il o ags (i 39ls Jag -o »

According to what the historians mentioned above, Yahya al-HrSy was the ruler
of Jibal province in 184 AH/ 800 AD, and not only al-Muhammadiya, which at that time
was the capital of Jibal™. Research and study revealed that no coin minted in al-
Muhammadiya in 184 AH, and thereafter, with the name «Yahya»” had been found, but
many names appeared on the coins of al-Muhammadiya in 184 AH. For example,
Dawiid 's name «23l%, referring to Dawuid b. Yazyd bin Hatim al-Mahlby appeared on
dirham dated 184 AH”. Muhammad’s name «xss» appeared on a dirham dated 184
AH. ‘Ubayd’s name «ax&» appeared on a dirham dated 184 AH”, and Alharib’s name
« 305 was inscribed as follows: «(siesall Jul (Jse a05 on the copper issued in 184 AH
and 185 AH", confirming that Yahya al-HrSy was the ruler of the entire province and
not only al-Muhammadiya, which was a part of that province. If he was the governor of
al-Muhammadiya only in 184AH/ 800A.D, his name would have appeared on the coins
minted in it during that period.

The Fourth Reason: One of the researchers mentioned in his dissertation on
Hartin al-Rasid’s rule through coinage that Yahya, whose name appeared on the dirham
understudy, was Yahya b. Sa“id al-HrSy, and not Yahya al-Barmaki”®, but he did not
provide any evidence or any reason to support his statement. This is presented above
with explanation, study, and analysis.

In conclusion, it is most likely that Yahya b. Sa"1d al-HrSy assumed the position
of governor in al- Muhammadiya in 172-173 AH, which was the same period in which
the name Yahya appeared on al- Muhammadiya dirhams. Also, he was not the
governor of al- Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» in 184 AH, as Zambaur mentioned, but he
was the governor of the entire Jibal province.

All of these aforementioned reasons make us presume that Yahya whose name
was inscribed on the dirham understudy, is Yahya b. Sa<d al-HrSy, not Yahya al-

Barmaki - as far as I know- which will be evidenced or denied through future studies.

Secondly: Identification of the name «Jsi¢» «Bahlul» inscribed below the reverse
field inscriptions:

The name «Bahliil» is inscribed below the reverse field of that dirham. But who
was this Bahlil whose name was inscribed on the dirham understudy? In fact, the

narrations differed in identifying the person Bahlal. We will present those narrations

73 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 272; IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 321; IBN HALDUN 2000: vol.3, 286.
74 ZAMBAUR 1980: 70, RAAFAT 2015:24.

7® MILES 1938:75 [85B, 85c]; AL-°US 1983: vol.1, 398, [1669].
7 MILES 1938:76[85F]; AL-ZAYOUD 2010: 174,177,181.

’® MILES 1938:76, 77[85G]; BAQIR 1976: vol.7, 174.

”® AL-ZAYOUD 2010: 182.
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and the response to each separately to identify the truth of Bahlal’s personality, which

is mentioned on the dirham understudy.

Abt al-Farag al-‘u§ mentioned in his book about the Arabic and Islamic coinage
preserved in the National Museum of Qatar that this person, «Bahlil,» is not known.
Then, he inquired: Did he assume the position of assistant governor during that period?
Was he a mint supervisor?®. Reviewing historical sources and modern references
revealed that the researcher did not find the name Bahlal associated with the name of a
governor or even an assistant governor during the period in which the dirham
understudy was minted or even in another period of Hariin al-Rasid’s rule.

As Muhammad al-Hosini mentioned in one of his articles, Bahlul, whose name
was inscribed on this dirham, is Bahlal b. cAmr al-Hasmy al-Abbasi. He mentioned that
Bahlul was the governor of al-Muhammadiya. He wrote in his article, «I strongly
believe that Bahlul is Bahlal b. <AAmr al-Hasmy al-Abbasi»®.

In order to verify this opinion, that Bahlal, whose name was inscribed on the
dirham understudy was Bahlal b. Amr, let us first identify Bahlal b. ‘Amr. He was
Bahlal b. <Amr abu Wahab b. ‘Amr al-Sirafi al-Kafi. He was born in Kafa and was
known for his narrations, poetry, and anecdotes. It was said that Hartn al-Rasid and
other caliphs summoned him to listen to his words, poetry, and stories, then he became
scrupulous and known as the «fool»®2. The word «Bahlal» in language dictionaries
refers to a person who embodies all the qualities of a fool and is also a kind and
humorous person®. Bahlul was the wise fool. It was said that he once wrote on the wall
of al-Rasid s new palace with coal: 34«S)sn8 «S)5.8 (SH9id (SHsmd» «Your palaces are your
graves, and your graves are your palaces». It was said that he was a Shiite, as once he

was told: «leays clly aubsls iai» «Insult Fatima and you have a dirham», but he said:® cai J»
«pdyd al uile «Instead, I will insult €A’isa for half a dirham». He was also once asked:

« Sloge dil @iy e ol JSosl Juadl Ll » « Who is better, Abti Bakr or <Ali? May Allah be pleased
with them), He said:« 5.l 2o & Uiy Lis  Jad oS 3 Lis i»  «when I am in Kinda, Ali is better,
and when I am in dabba, Abtui Bakr is better». Kinda is in Kifa, where the supporters of

the Shiites while the members of Banu dabba tribe are Sunni®¢. Also, it is said that he

80 AL-°US 1984: vol.1, 398.

81 For this article, see the website of the Kuwait International Center for Studies and Consultations on
Islamic, Byzantine, and Sasanian Coins, which is available via the following link:« Bahliil», in

https://alhosini-money.com/showthread.php?t=4178 Accessed 10/04/2022, 9:13:19 PM.

82 AL-JABOURY 2003: 364; AL-ZARKALI 2006: 209; AL-BAGDADI 2011:65; IBN ARABI 2017: 406.

8 JBN MANDUR D.T: vol. 5, 375; IBRAHIM 2017; BAALI 2011: 28.

8 AL-DIMASQI 2012: 51.

85 AL-NAYSABURI 1987: 144-145; AL-’ ANDALUSI 2017:143.

86 AL-QAYRAWANIT 2018: 167.
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was one of the companions of Imam Ga<far al-Sadiq. He feigned insanity to protect

himself ¢.

Going back to our dirham and to what was mentioned by al-Hosini that Bahliil,
whose name was inscribed on this dirham, was Bahlul b. <Amr. I truly disagree with his
opinion, as there is no relationship between Bahlul, whose name was inscribed on this

dirham, and Bahlul b. ‘Amr, for several reasons, which will present here below:

The first reason: Al-Hosini mentioned in his article that Bahlil was appointed as
the governor of al-Muhammadiya by Hariin al-Rasid. Based on research and study, no
one named Bahlul assumed the position of al-Muhammadiya governor during the reign

of Hartin al-Rasid 8.

The second reason: There is no reference in the available history books that
Bahlal b. Amr assumed any administrative positions during the reign of Harun al-

Rasid, authorizing him to inscribe his name on the coins.

The third reason: If the researcher’s assumption that Bahltl, whose name
appeared on the dirham understudy, is Bahlul b. ‘Amr al-Kifi is right, then why did his
name appear on al-Muhammadiya dirhams and not on Kiifa dirhams? History books
unanimously agree that he was born and lived in Kifa and met Hartin al-Rasid in Kifa
as well®, while no reference in the history books associating Bahlal with al-

Muhammadiya has been found.

The fourth reason: Reviewing history books and Arab sources revealed that
Caliph Hartin al-Rasid’s first encounter with Bahlal b. ‘Amr al-Kufi was in 188 AH/803
AD. ®qlaa’ al-magnin by al-Nisabwri, al-Muntazim by Ibn al-Gwzi, Al Bedaya wal-
Nehaya by Ibn Katir, and others mentioned that al-Rasid went for a pilgrimage in 188
AH/803 AD. On his way in the outskirts of Kiifa, he saw Bahlil on a riding stick and
boys chasing him. al-Rasid asked who that man was. They said:«{giaal) Jsig» «Bahlul

al-magnoon». al-Rasid said that he wanted to see him. So, they brought Bahlal to him
without intimidating him. al-Rasid talked with Bahlal and, in the end, ordered to give
him money to settle his debts, but Bahlil refused to take money from him*. Ironically,
the year in which al-RaSid met Bahlul in Kafa was the last year in which al-Rasid
performed pilgrimage 188 AH/803AD.

* AL-GUBARI 2014: 54.

8 About the governors of the city of al-Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» during the period of the rule of Hartin
al-Rashid, see: ZAMBAUR 1980: 70.

8 About Bahlil his life and upbringing, see: AL-NAYSABURI 1987:139-160; AL-JABOURY 2003: 364; AL-
ZARKALI 2006: 209; AL-BAGDADI 2011: 65; IBN ARABI 2017: 406.

9% About the encounter between Hartn al-Rashid and Bahlul b. Amr, see: AL-NAYSABURI 1987:139-140;
IBN AL-GWZI 1992: vol.9, 155; IBN KATIR 2004: vol.2, 1556.

91 AL-TABARI 1966: vol.8, 331; IBN AL-’ATIR 1987: vol.5, 337.
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It is clear from the testimonies of historians that the encounter between Hartin al-
Rasid and Bahlul was in 188 AH and not before. So, how can Harun al-Rasid’s
encounter with Bahlul be in 188 AH, while the dirham understudy was minted in 173
AH? There is a period of not less than fifteen years between the date our dirham was
minted and the date al-Rasid met Bahlil. Accordingly, Bahlil, whose name appeared

on the dirham, was different from Bahlal b. Amr al-Kifi, known as Bahlal al-majnoon.

Among the narrations that were told about Bahlal, mentioned on the dirham
understudy, is that according to zenu.ru, Bahlil, whose name was registered on the
dirham understudy, was a commander during Hartin al-Rasid’s rule®2. After reviewing
available historical sources and modern references, there is no confirmed indication of
the presence of a military commander during al-Rashid’s time called Bahll-as far as I
know, or rather, any military commander with the name Bahlil was not found, when

the name Bahlil appeared on al-Muhammadiya dirham.

In conclusion, it is more likely that Bahltal, whose name was mentioned on the
dirham understudy, was the supervisor or the person in charge of al-Muhammadiya
mint when his name appeared on al-Muhammadiya coins, specifically in 172-173 AH.
Also, one of the researchers agrees with our opinion that Bahlal here was the
supervisor or the person in charge of al-Muhammadiya mint*. Hence, it leaves no room
for doubt that Bahliil, whose name appeared on the dirham, was not Bahlual b. Amr al-

Serafi, known as Bahlul al-Magnoon.

92 See the details presented by Zeno website during its show of this dirham:« ISLAMIC WORLD», in
https://www.zeno.ru/showphoto.php? Accessed on 12/6/2022
% RAAFAT 2015: 226.
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VI. CONCLUSION
e It is more likely that Yahya b. Halid al-Barmaki didn’t inscribe his name on the
coins.
e The study shows that Yahya al-Barmaki might not be interested in inscribing his
name on the coins. It is more likely that he gave up this right, assigning it to the
governors of the provinces, their assistants, and the mint supervisors.

e The study proves that Gafar b. Yahya al-Barmaki was the first Barmakid vizier who
inscribed his name on the coins during the reign of Hartin al-Rasid, and not his father,
Yahya al-Barmaki.

e The study suggests that Yahya's name inscribed on this dirham refers to Yahya b.

Sad al-HrSy not Yahya al-Barmaki.

e The study presumes that Yahya b. 54d al-HrSy assumed the position of governor
in al-Muhammadiya in 172-173 AH, which was the same period in which the
name Yahya appeared on al-Muhammadiya dirhams, including the dirham
understudy.

e Based on the coins, historical sources, and modern references, the study suggests
that the periods of some governors’ rule of al-Muhammadiya «al-Rayy» that
Zambaur mentioned can be modified to be as shown in [TAB 1].

e The study suggests that Bahliil, whose name was mentioned on the dirham under
study, was the supervisor or the person in charge of al-Muhammadiya mint in
172-173 AH. Therefore, Bahlul was not meant here to be Bahlal b. cAmr al-Sirafi,

as some researchers suggested.
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