anigilall &gmull wl, LoVl asol> alxe UAEU LAW JOURNAL

Volume 94

Issue 94 year 37 Issue No. 94 April 2023 Article 2

2023

Fake “Universities” The Concept and Coping Strategies

Prof. Safaa Otani prof.
Professor of Criminal Law, Naif Arab University for Security Sciences Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.,
SOtani@nauss.edu.sa

Hassan Al-Abdallat Dr
Attorney General / Amman Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Dr.hasanalabdalat1@gmail.com

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law

b Part of the Criminal Law Commons, and the Legal Education Commons

Recommended Citation

Otani, Prof. Safaa prof. and Al-Abdallat, Hassan Dr (2023) "Fake “Universities” The Concept and Coping
Strategies,’ awigili)l cooxll !, LY dzol> ddzo UAEU LAW JOURNAL: Vol. 94: Iss. 94, Article 2.
Available at; https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94/2

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Arab Journals Platform. It has been accepted for
inclusion in awgilall wexdl wl )l d2ol> dd=o UAEU LAW JOURNAL by an authorized editor. The journal is hosted
on Digital Commons, an Elsevier platform. For more information, please contact rakan@aaru.edu.jo,
marah@aaru.edu.jo, u.murad@aaru.edu.jo.


https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94/2
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law?utm_source=digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo%2Fsharia_and_law%2Fvol94%2Fiss94%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/912?utm_source=digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo%2Fsharia_and_law%2Fvol94%2Fiss94%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/857?utm_source=digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo%2Fsharia_and_law%2Fvol94%2Fiss94%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo%2Fsharia_and_law%2Fvol94%2Fiss94%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/digital-commons
mailto:rakan@aaru.edu.jo,%20marah@aaru.edu.jo,%20u.murad@aaru.edu.jo
mailto:rakan@aaru.edu.jo,%20marah@aaru.edu.jo,%20u.murad@aaru.edu.jo

Fake “Universities” The Concept and Coping Strategies

Cover Page Footnote

Prof. Safaa Otani Professor of Criminal Law, Naif Arab University for Security Sciences Riyadh, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. SOtani@nauss.edu.sa Dr. Hassan Al-Abdallat Attorney General / Amman Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan Dr.hasanalabdalat1@gmail.com

This article is available in aggilall &gl oIyl dsol> adlxo UAEU LAW JOURNAL:
https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94/2


https://digitalcommons.aaru.edu.jo/sharia_and_law/vol94/iss94/2

Al

A'u@ aui»:n Aol
iuagdlll] Signld
UAEULAW JOURNAL
Fake “Universities”
The Concept and Coping Strategies”
Prof. Safaa Otani Dr. Hassan Al-Abdallat
Professor of Criminal Law, Attorney General / Amman
Naif Arab University for Security Sciences Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
SOtani@nauss.edu.sa Dr.hasanalabdalatl@gmail.com
Abstract :

The increase in societal demand for higher education has resulted in a wide
spread of global activities of universities and academic institutions. Moreover,
the rise of e-learning patterns, distance education, and the increase of non-
traditional types of education have prompted the development of quality
assurance mechanisms as essential elements to the recognition and accreditation
of academic institutions.

The problem that aroused, however, was in the exploitation of these models
by certain entities claiming to be universities, idiomatically called the “degree
mills”, and taking advantage of the educational environment to gain illegal
profits, by selling “fake” degrees to individuals who pay their fees, without the
buyer’s (student) engagement in any educational process.

Fake “Universities” are spreading at a larger scale, in an organized manner
that damages the reputation of higher education institutions, especially the non-
traditional ones, and negatively affect the academic work environment and harms
the qualified human resources and their real competencies.

This study adopts a comparative analytical approach to investigate the
concept and characteristics of fake “universities”. It also addresses their likely
accountability through an examination of the legal and academic mechanisms
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applied by comparative disciplines in confronting them.

In conclusion, the study sets several recommendations. The first is the need
to adopt legal means in explicitly criminalizing the practice of fake “universities”
and/or accepting their fake degrees as well as the academic measures they are
implementing. Moreover, the study recommended following a constructive
approach in encouraging serious academic achievement and hard work to
localize and enhance the foundations of scientific integrity in the society, in
addition to raising social awareness on the fraud methods that fake “universities”
follow. Furthermore, it is recommended implementing accreditation standards
for the universities as well as their academic programs, defining degrees
equivalence and controlling them within solid rules and demanding national
exams, such as “aptitude tests” for equalizing foreign scientific degrees. Finally,
the study asserted an urgent need for providing and publishing a constantly
updated international database that includes the names of fake “universities”.

KEYWORDS: Fake Universities; Concepts; Coping Strategies; Degree
Mills; Accreditation; Academic Standards
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of proper standards worthless". Webster's Third New International Dictionary
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(19) Luca Lantero(2015), Degree Mills: non-accredited and irregular higher education
institutions, Information Centre on Academic Mobility and Equivalence (CIMEA), Italy.
http://www.cimea.it/files/fileusers/Diploma_mills_Luca_Lantero_EN.pdf

(20) Cohen E.B and Winch (2010), R., Diploma and accreditation mills: Exposing academic
credential abuse, Verifile Limited, available at:
www.international.ac.uk/resources/Diploma%20and%20Accreditation%20Mills.pdf

(21) U.S. Department of Education, Diploma Mills and Accreditation - Diploma Mills,
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Hastings Rashdall (2010), The Universities of Europe in the Middle Ages, Volume 2, Part 2:
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(29) Simmons, George (February 16, 1901). "Editorial, Minor Comments". Journal of the
American Medical Association. AMA, Highwire Press, New York Times, "Why the Quack
Flourishes — Difficulties of Suppressing Him" (PDF). November 20, 1904.
www.nytimes.com/1904/11/20/archives/why-the-quack-flourishes-difficulties-of-
suppressing-him.html
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(30) Under the direction of Dr. E. Stephen Hunt USNEI, The Phenomenon and Evolution of
Diploma Mills, op.cit.

(31) Harvey, L. (2004), Diploma mill, Analytic Quality Glossary, Quality research
international, , www.qualityresearchinternational.com/glossary/diplomamill.htm

(32) Melanie Newman (20 April 2007), Degree mills bank on allure of UK names, Times
Higher Education, www.timeshighereducation.com/news/degree-mills-bank-on-allure-of-
uk-names/208627 .article?storyCode=208627&sectioncode=26
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(88) 245.6: Deceptive use of diplomas, degrees, or certificates:(a) It is deceptive for an Industry
Member to issue a degree, diploma, certificate of completion, or any similar document, that
misrepresents, directly or indirectly, expressly or by implication, the subject matter, substance, or
content of the course or program of instruction or any other material fact concerning the course or
program of instruction for which it was awarded or the accomplishments of the student to whom it was
awarded. (b) It is deceptive for an Industry Member to offer or confer an academic, professional, or
occupational degree, if the award of such degree has not been Approved by the appropriate State
educational agency or Accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency, unless it clearly and
conspicuously discloses, in all advertising and promotional materials that contain a reference to such
degree, that its award has not been Approved or Accredited by such an agency. Guides for Private
Vocational and Distance Education Schools,

https://www.  federalregister.gov/documents/2013/11/18/2013-27195/guides-for-private-vocational-
and-distance-education-schools#sectno-citation-%E2%80%89254.6
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Universities In Michigan" (PDF). State of Michigan. www. michigan.gov/ documents/mdcd/
policy__procedures_complete-current_1-24-06_ 229518 7.pdf
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(91) SB 392 (2007) — Prohibits the purchase and sale of academic degrees wherein the degree

is obtained on the basis of a combination of a payment of a fee and the attainment of academic

credit for so-called life experiences, without the applicant undertaking any coursework.

(92) SB 94 (2010) - Creates the crime of unlawful production, manufacture, distribution, or

possession of a fraudulent postsecondary degree

(93) Amy Rutledge (November 15, 2004), Buying phony degrees online, WATE TV-6.

www.wate.com/Global/story.asp?S=2567661&nav=E8YzT9L5

(94) SB 114 (2009): Prohibits person who receives degree from diploma mill from using

disclaimer to claim or represent that person possesses academic degree.

www.mainelegislature.org
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maine.gov/education/highered/Non-Accredited/UnaccreditedSchools-112706.pdf

www.maine.gov/education/highered/Non-Accredited/a-am.htm

(96) HB 1173 (2005) - Relates to the regulation of the use of postsecondary credits and

degrees, persons

offering or granting certain postsecondary credits and degrees, and the manner of offering or

granting

those credits and degrees; provides criminal penalties related to fraudulent, fictitious or

substandard

degrees; relates to private institutions.

(97)15-20.4 .15: Unlawful to issue, manufacture, or use false academic degrees - Penalty.

It is unlawful for a person to knowingly advertise to sell, issue, or manufacture a false

academic degree. A person that violates this subsection is guilty of a class C felony.
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(98) "HB 2507 - 2005-06 — Prohibiting false or misleading college degrees". Washington
State Legislature. June 2005. apps.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber
=2507&Year=2006&Initiative=false

See again: "Certification of enrollment; engrossed substitute house bill 2507; Chapter 234,
Laws of 2006; 59th Legislature; 2006 Regular Session; Higher education--false academic
credentials” (PDF). Secretary of State, State of Washington. June 7, 2006. Archived from the
original (PDF) on September 25, 2007.

(99) HB 766 (2008) — Relates to fraudulent academic credentials; makes it a Class 1
misdemeanor to operate a degree/diploma mill .

(100) Mark Clayton (June 10, 2003). "Degree duplicity — Fake diplomas are easy to buy
online, but colleges are becoming more wary". op.cit.

(101) Mead Gruver (Feb 2, 2009), Warren, National University planning to close".. Casper
Star-Tribune. trib.com/news/state-and-regional/warren-national-university-planning-to-
close/article_0167h65c-54ce-576¢-9¢33-42a7al2dec31.html
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Mark Clayton, "Degree duplicity — Fake diplomas are easy to buy online, but colleges are
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(109) Melanie Newman (20 April 2007), Degree mills bank on allure of UK names, op.cit
(110) Ryan Foley (Feb 22, 2010). "A diploma mill's trail leads to Wisconsin inmate".
Associated  Press.  www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-a-diploma-mills-trail-leads-to-
wisconsin-inmate-2010feb22-story.html
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(111) David W. Stewart and Henry A. Spille (1988), Diploma Mills: Degree of fraud, op. cit,
p. 137.

(112) Unrecognised degrees:

(1)Any person who, in the course of business, grants, offers to grant or issues any invitation
relating to any award—(a)which may reasonably be taken to be an award granted or to be
granted by a United Kingdom institution; and (b)which either—(i)is described as a degree;
or (ii)purports to confer on its holder the right to the title of bachelor, master or doctor and
may reasonably be taken to be a degree; shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.
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(119) Bear, John; Bear, Marian (2003), "Degree Mills". Bears' Guide to Earning Degrees by
Distance Learning. Ten Speed Presspp. 257-258

(120) Mark Clayton (June 10, 2003). "Degree duplicity — Fake diplomas are easy to buy
online, but colleges are becoming more wary". Op. cit.
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(122) At 731.203-04, Referred to in  Congressional Research Service, Diploma Mills: A
Legal Overview, op. cit.

(123) H 1254 (2011) - Prohibits the use of false academic credentials; prohibits an individual
from establishing or operating an accrediting agency in the state without recognition by the
United States Department of Education; modifies provisions requiring certification from the
Higher Education Coordinating Board prior to offering educational coursework leading to a
degree and before establishing a postsecondary educational institution.

(124) S 136 (2005) - Creates the Authentic Credentials in Education Act; provides that an
individual shall not knowingly use a false academic credential to obtain employment, to
obtain a promotion or higher compensation in employment, to obtain admission to a qualified
institution, or in connection with any loan, business, trade, professional or occupation;
provides that an individual who does not have an academic credential shall not knowingly
use or claim to have such credential to obtain employment or a promotion.

(125) A 395 (2005) - Prohibits the use or attempted use of a false or misleading degree or
honorary degree granted by a private entity or public postsecondary educational institution
and the use or attempted use of a degree or honorary degree granted by such an entity or

institution in a false or misleading manner.
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(126) HB 1173 (2005) - Relates to the regulation of the use of postsecondary credits and
degrees, persons offering or granting certain postsecondary credits and degrees, and the
manner of offering or granting those credits and degrees; provides criminal penalties related
to fraudulent, fictitious or substandard degrees; relates to private institutions.

(127) H 1138 (2008) - Prohibits the use of a false academic degree or a degree that is not
completed to obtain employment, a promotion, admission to postsecondary education or in
connection with any business ,trade or occupation.

(128) H 2507(2005) - relates to the use of and issuance of a false academic credential.
(129)" Creates Class A misdemeanor for person who knowingly issues, sells or manufactures
false academic degree; creates Class C misdemeanor for individual who knowingly uses or
claims to have false academic degree to obtain employment, promotion in employment or
admission to institution of higher learning"

(130).8 15-20.4 15-20.4-15. 2 .A. It is unlawful for an individual to knowingly use or claim
to have a false academic degree :(1) To obtain employment ;(2) To obtain a promotion or
higher compensation in employment ;(3) To obtain admission to an institution of higher
learning; or (4) In connection with any business, trade, profession, or occupation. b. An
individual who violates this subsection is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

(131) H 62 (2009) - Relates to the criminal code to include false higher education degree
(and several other unrelated criminal offenses) . §173.754 - Unlawful use false or misleading
degree, when--violation, penalty. For the purposes of this section, a degree is false or
misleading or is used in a false or misleading manner if it :(1) States or suggests that the
person named in the degree has completed the requirements of an academic or professional=
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=program of study in a particular field of endeavor beyond the secondary school level and
the person has not, in fact, completed the requirements of the program of study; (2) Is offered
as his or her own by a person other than the person who completed the requirements of the
program of study; or (3) Is awarded, bestowed, conferred, given, granted, conveyed, or sold
in violation of this chapter.

(132) HB 766 (2008) — Relates to fraudulent academic credentials; makes it a Class 1
misdemeanor to operate a degree/diploma mill and to issue or manufacture a fraudulent
academic credential; provides that use of a fraudulent academic credential to gain an
advantage is a Class 3 misdemeanor.
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representation, and (b) intends, by making the representation—(i) to make a gain for himself

or another, or (ii) to cause loss to nother or to expose another to a risk of loss. (2) A
representation is false if—(a) it is untrue or misleading, and (b) the person making it knows

that it is, or might be, untrue or misleading.
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