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Teaching design according to the conceptual thinking
approach, a study of the theoretical basis and application
mechanisms

Dr. Khalil Shehadeh Al-Qatawneh
Dr. Khaled Attia Saudi

Abstarct
The purpose of this study is to present a model in teaching design that aims
to develop conceptual thinking and the essential understanding of learners,
and the study attempts to answer the following questions: (1) What are the
general theoretical frameworks that constitute the cognitive basis of the
proposed model? (2) What are the steps for designing lessons and
educational units in light of the conceptual thinking approach? (3) How can
teachers shift from traditional education models to conceptual education? To
answer the previous questions, the researchers used the descriptive approach
by extrapolating the relevant literature and desk research to find out the
latest trends related to the use of the conceptual thinking approach in
teaching design.
The study concluded that the proposed model aims to develop the
conceptual thinking of learners, to deal with the requirements of
globalization, the entrances and the complexity that characterizes our
contemporary world. And the role of the model around the activities and
processes that help the teacher in generating and employing knowledge, and
transforming facts and limited content experiences into generalizations and
general principles through strategies that help synergistic thinking like a
conceptual lens; This is to bring the talisman to a state of deep (essential)
understanding of a subject, and to move to a level beyond the level of facts.
This study presents the basic elements that must be present in the conceptual
teaching design, provides a training guide to facilitate the transition of
teachers to teaching at the conceptual level, and gives an applied example of
how to transform the design of traditional curricula into conceptual curricula
in the field of Islamic studies. The study also added practical examples from
the Islamic education course to make the model more clear and applicable.
The study concluded with a number of proposals, including: reconsidering
the current curricula, working on amending them to keep pace with the
conceptual thinking approach, training teachers according to this model, and
conducting an empirical study on the impact of the conceptual approach on
students’ achievement and the development of their thinking.
Keywords: conceptual thinking, essential understanding, application
mechanisms
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