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Reduplication in the Arabic and English Languages:
A Comparative Study
by
Prof. Sabah Selibi, Ph.D.
Bagdad University, College of Languages
Ass. Prof. Hayam Fahmi Ibrahim, Ph.D.
Al-Iraqia University, College of Women Education

Abstract

The paper presents a comparative study of a
phonetic linguistic phenomenon which is reduplication in
the Arabic and English languages. It is known that these
two languages belong to two different families that the
Arabic language belongs to the Hamito-Semitic family
and the English belongs to Indo-European family. The
researchers collected three hundreds fifty eight examples
for reduplication in Arabic and two hundreds three
examples for reduplication in English. The nature of the
collected materials required that the paper would be
divided into a preface, and three parts. The first part
comprises two sections: the first presents the definition of
reduplication in Arabic and English and the second shows
the advantage of reduplication in Arabic and English; The
second part consists two sections: the first shows the
types of reduplication in Arabic and English, its
conditions in Arabic, the differences between
reduplication, emphasis, and synonymy in Arabic and the
types of reduplication in English, and the second section
shows the patterns of reduplication in Arabic and English.
The third part tackles the phonetic study in both
languages and is divided into two sections: the first
tackles the phonetic study in Arabic and the second the
phonetic study in English. The paper ends with the
conclusion and the findings.
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