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The effect of the conceptual maps strategy on developing
creative thinking skills for seventh grade students in the Arabic
language

Dr. Haitham Al-Qady
College of Education - Department of Curriculum and Teaching - University of

Damascus - Syria.

Abstract
This study aims to know the effect of the conceptual mapping strategy in developing
creative thinking skills for seventh grade students in the Arabic language. To achieve
this, the study sought to answer the following questions:
1- What is the effect of the conceptual maps strategy on developing the creative
thinking skills of the seventh grade students in the Arabic language?
2- Does the effect of the conceptual maps strategy on developing creative thinking
skills for seventh grade students in the Arabic language differ according to gender?
The study population consisted of all seventh grade students in government schools
affiliated with the Directorate of Education for the North-West Badia District, for the
academic year 2008, 2009, and their number was ((1709 male and female: (771) males,
and 938)) females, according to the statistics of the Directorate of Education of the
Badia District Northwest. The study sample consisted of (118) male and female
students, representing approximately (6.9%) of the study population. Schools were
selected by simple stratified random sampling method, and distributed over six study
divisions from male and female schools. For the purposes of the study, the researcher
prepared teaching models according to the conceptual mapping strategy, and prepared
a creative thinking test to measure the extent to which students are able to come up
with the largest possible number of answers (fluency), and to come up with a variety of
answers (flexibility), and the choice may be from a set of sub-activities (five
guestions). open-ended), to fit with the Arabic language book, and after collecting and
unpacking the data, it was processed using descriptive statistical methods, represented
by arithmetic averages, standard deviations, and appropriate statistical analytical
methods that included the analysis of associated variance (ANCOVA).
The study showed the following results: there were statistically significant differences
between the experimental and control study groups in favor of the experimental group
that studied the conceptual maps strategy on the creative thinking test as a whole, and
there were no statistically significant differences between the study groups due to the
gender of students on the creative thinking test as a whole. In light of the results of this
study, the researcher recommended the following: The need to use the conceptual map
strategy for its effectiveness and low cost in teaching Arabic, and to conduct other
studies to identify the impact of the conceptual map strategy, and its effectiveness in
different academic levels, as well as in other study subjects.
Keywords: conceptual mapping strategy, creative thinking.
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