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Abstract

This paper deals with the intellectual chronological path of the orientalists in their
view of our great prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and his biography, with an analysis that is
not expansionary to these trends and what is behind them. It became clear to the
researcher that there is an intellectual line that is not exceeded by orientalists, but in very
few cases we can call it (the line of scientific equity).

It seems that the circle of orientalism, whatever its origin, is going back to the way it
started. From the unmature beginning, they describe the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) in a manner that is not worthy of describing him first as a historical
figure, and then they claim that he did not bring anything new, To the scientific (superficial)
knowledge and claim that they are all biased and we can not rely on it was written late for
the era of the Prophet peace be upon him and the best said the very paradox is not reliable
historically, until they reached the magic solution is the search for the Prophet peace be
upon him and his biography of during archeology.
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'Had this people (the Saracens) worshipped God, pleased Christ and received holy
baptism, we should have made peace with them and kept that peace in order to bind them to
God through religion. But this people remain detestable; it spurns the salvation we offer and
follows the commandments of the demons'®).
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Since Muhammad ‘worked no miracles and was not foretold’, he could not be a true
prophet, and indeed was the very antithesis of Christ().
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'One can say without exaggeration that the problem of the origins of Islam has definitely
now been completely resolved’. ‘The life of its founder’, he maintained, ‘is as well known to
us as that of any sixteenth—century reformer. We can follow year by year the fluctuations of

his thoughts, his contradictions, his weaknesses'(!Y),
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"The hadith will not serve as a document for the history of the infancy of Islam, but rather
as a reflection of the tendencies which appeared in the community during the maturer stages
of its development”(lg).
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on authentic historical recollection... but are fictitious and intended to support legal doctrine”??).
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"As regards the biography of the Prophet, traditions of legal and of historical interest
cannot possibly be divided from one another', 'we must...abandon the gratuitous assumptions
that there existed originally an authentic core of information going back to the time of the
Prophet, that spurious and tendentious additions were made to it in every succeeding

generation... but that the genuine core was not completely overlaid by later accretions”??).

Bols Aghe Ll e 235 o a Y Oall i all (g o gl gy OF o Tase sl ol Sy
o3 3 sl a3 e 058 O el = Do Aumale gy a8 5l e Aagaaa gyl ) dssay
oAl iy B e g8 Cadad Gl e e e 33 ol i Jy adlaal
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an authentic or essentially authentic, even if slightly obscured, statement valid for his time or
the time of his Companions, but as the fictitious expression of a legal doctrine formulated at a
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it is the key to his thought. But even if this is granted”(zs).
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and, like one Soviet writer, speak instead of the myth of Muhammad? | do not think so. We still
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travaillant, d’abord et presque exclusivement, sur sa figure coranique”(zg).
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"We have expended a good deal of energy, both scholastic and intellectual, on taking
seriously the obvious fact that the formation of Islamic civilisation took place in the world of late
antiquity’. N.B. ‘Late Antiquity’ is a term coined to refer to a Near/Middle East undergoing the
changes wrought by the transition from a pagan to a Christian Roman Empir”(33).

Two Legal Problems "((1all Sud) il e oligi e i LK) ailiS 8 P. Cronegs S ) S5
.(”)"bearing on the Early History of the Qur’an
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"We need to rethink more drastically our ideas about when and where Islam emerged’,
for ‘it is easier to envisage such an evolution occurring in those regions of the Middle East
where the tradition of monotheism was firmly established”®).

Arabs and others ) i< & Suliman Bashear (»)44)-14¢V) ) iy il lale Js

O oSy cilS Ayl el o 888 ) 1) Y Aiw i) DLy Bl 3 anpes ol (in early Islam
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"The proposition that Arabia could have constituted the source of the vast material power
required to effect such changes in world affairs within so short a span of time is, to say the
least, a thesis calling for proof and substantiation””).
san A Clelen pelay Lomlall dingiiy dane llad () 148 JB ally S8 Jall o5l i 6 35,
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"The preaching of Muhammad and the consequent rise of a new religious grouping of the
Arab world — the religion of Islam — was the last, most rapid crisis in the religious history of
the Late Antique period ... We know just enough about the Hijaz in the early seventh century
to see how this sudden detonation fitted into the culture of the Near East...The caravans of
the Meccan merchant-adventurers had come to permeate Byzantium and Persia: Muhammad

himself had once made the trek to Syria”%).
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"It does not help us very much, for the Qur’an makes scant reference to the historical
environment in which it arose. Events are alluded to rather than narrated, and names are
rarely given (aside from Biblical figures, only two personal names are specified — Muhammad
four times and a certain Abu Lahab once — and only two names of peoples, the Romans and
the tribe of Quraysh; eight places are mentioned once, Sinai twice; four religious communities
feature — Jews, Christians, Magians and the mysterious Sabians — and three Arabian
goddesses). Even these few references that it does contain are uninformative, because their
significance is not explained nor any story told about them. Thus the one reference to Mecca
gives no indication of the role which the place is supposed to have played in Muhammad’s
life: ‘It is He who restrained their hands from you and your hands from them, in the hollow of
Mecca, after He had made you victorious over them’ (48: 24). The one reference to Badr
does not identify it as the famous first battle between Muhammad and his adversaries, though
it is not incompatible with this interpretation: ‘And God most surely helped you at Badr when
you were utterly abject’ (3: 119). Hence any biography of Muhammad based on the Quran
would still have to draw, in some measure at least, upon the corpus of prophetic traditions in

order to construct any form of coherent narrative?).,
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'Once the modern student is aware of the tendencies of the early historians and their
sources... it ought to be possible for him to some extent to make allowance for the distortion
and to present the data in an unbiased form; and the admission of ‘tendential shaping’ should

have as its corollary the acceptance of the general soundness of the material”*!).
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"None of this material could have been derived from the Qurwan and that none of it

has legal or doctrinal worth”*?),
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It is unthinkable that the story could have been invented by Muslims™“3).
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'there existed a compelling theoretical motive for the invention of these infamous hadiths’,
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namely, to support the doctrine that Qurwanic verses could be divinely withdrawn without

a verbal replacement (naskh al-hukm wa-I-tilawa)"*°),

: i e alle 59,8 :Jo¥ Lullat
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"The problem is the very mode of origin of the tradition, not some minor distortions
subsequently introduced ... The entire tradition is tendentious, its aim being the elaboration of
an Arabian Heilsgeschichte [salvation history], and this tendentiousness has shaped the facts

as we have them, not merely added some partisan statements that we can deduct’*3).
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"One can take the picture presented or one can leave it, but one cannot work with it"(49),
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"Much of the apparently historical tradition is in fact of exegetical origin...As for what
remains, some is legal and doctrinal hadith in disguise..the Quran generated masses of

»(50)

spurious information”>",.. 'the exegetes had no better knowledge of what this sura meant

than we have today; what they are offering is not their recollection or what Muhammad had in
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mind when he recited these verses, but, on the contrary, so many guesses based on the

verses themselves; the original meaning of these verses was unknown to them”®1),
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Meccan Trade sets out to prove that the accepted history of the rise of Islam is largely
fabrication, that the security system established by Quraysh for caravan trade, if it existed at

all, was of a minor local sort, and that pre—Islamic Mecca was a quite unimportant sanctuary®?).
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"It is... thanks to the contribution of storytellers that the historical tradition is so short

of authentic information”®3),
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"Orientalists are tempted to do as the Orientals have tended to do without any great sense
of shame, that is, to accept as authentic those traditions that suit their own interpretation of an

event and to reject others”®),
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"There is undeniable evidence in support of the theory that certain key figures in hadith
transmission, such as Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri, constitute in reality a collection of persons who have
all played a part in hadith and whose common name is used or misused in isnads either by
themselves or by otherwise anonymous hadith forgel”(56).
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“Goldziher, Lammens and Schacht were all doubtless correct. A great deal of the
transmitted material concerning early Islam was tendentious — not only the material that was
used for legal purposes but the very building blocks out of which the earliest history of
Muhammad and the Islamic community was constructed. Nevertheless, when he came to
write his own biography of the Prophet, he ignored his own warnings and simply followed the

traditional storyline”®7).

Il oty (O 9el ) 2 ) coltat
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“Since external evidence is necessary to corroborate a view derived solely from
the Muslim literary account, lack of such corroboration is an important argument against that
account's historicity. This approach is therefore more open than the 'traditional' to acceptance
of an argumentum e silentio. For if we are ready to discount an uncorroborated report of an

event, we must accept that there may be nothing with which to replace it: that the event simply
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did not happen. That there is no evidence for it outside of the 'traditional account’ thus
becomes positive evidence in support of the hypothesis that it did not happen. A striking
example is the lack of evidence, outside the Muslim literature, for the view that the Arabs

were Muslim at the time of the Conquest”?).
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"These exegetic elaborations on the Quranic text were added to already existing stories,
and ‘none of the Quranic verses which appear in the biography of Muhammad can be

regarded as the primary source of the story”(62).
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"There are no trustworthy direct sources on Islamic law and jurisprudence from the first
century and a half. Most of the sources that contain information on this period originated in
subsequent centuries.The sources suggest or even expressly assert that their knowledge about
early times is based on earlier oral and/or written sources. Opinions differ about whether or not,

and the extent to which, these sources are credible and their claims verifiable”®).
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"Under Islam, monasteries and their holy men continued to fill a niche in the landscape
and society of the late antique Middle East. Only now, the visitors who passed through the
monastic complexes included Muslims....For many early Muslims it seems that Christian
practices and beliefs acted as stimuli along the way to the formation of a distinctively Islamic

way of holiness and asceticism”(’%).
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"The ways in which Muslims of the first three centuries after the Hijra drew upon the
semiotic koine they shared with the communities around them to cast certain crucial events of
the seventh—century Arab conquests as episodes within a specifically Muslim narrative”(’?),
The Eye of the Beholder: The Life of aibii€ & Jgujl) 8yaad aild DY) ey gy Jad
Muhammad as Viewed by the Early Muslims (Princeton, 1995); Between Bible and Qurvan:
The Children of Israel and the Islamic Self-Image (Princeton, 1999).
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"It is evident, for example, that the Quran inhabits the same symbolic world as a
number of different communities. Most attention has been paid to the Jews and Christians,
who are directly referred to in the Quran and whose narratives are refashioned by it for its
own ends, but others are alluded to as well. For example, the verse ‘They say, our life is only
of this world; we die, we live, and it is only at the hands of Time (al—dahr) that we perish’
(45:24) is a clear reference to the heroic-cum-pessimistic resignation of the authors and

audience of pre—Islamic Arabic poetry in which Time/Fate (al-dahr) constantly harries man
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throughout the all too short passage to his death and the only solution to which is stoic
acceptance (‘Indeed | know, and there is no averting it, that | am destined to be the sport of
fate, and yet do you see me worry?’, as one poet puts it) and a hedonistic swagger (‘So let
me take my fill whilst | live, since | tremble at the thought of the scant draught I’ll get when
I’m dead. A noble man satiates himself in life, for you will know, if we die tomorrow, which of

us is thirsty’, Tarafa ibn al-vAbd"®?).
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"Though the apparent stalemate over determining the authenticity of the Muslim tradition
may seem intractable, the outlook for progress in writing the biography of Muhammad is not
all gloomy. In particular advances in the state of our knowledge about the Prophet’s life are to
be expected from archaeology. Excavations, such as those presently underway at Tayma and
Hegra (Madawin Salih), will tell us more of the social and economic conditions and material

cutlure of northwest Arabia in the Late Roman period.
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